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MEDITATIONS 
Fu ſet forth for the Timeof the Jonas „ 515. = 


Now reprinted for the 
1 % n n 8 
MDCCLXXVL 


In order to diternize the Soul is as Sv Bo to Go | 
and to fix her in a happy refotution of dedicating hey 


felf henceforward in. good earneſt to the love and 1 
vice 0 of her Mak aker. | 


| PREPARATION. 

Begin every Meditation, Firſt, by placing yourſelves 
in the preſence of GOD. Secondly, by bow- 
ing down your ſouls to Him, and craving mercy 


Jor all your paſt diſloyalties. Third. by hum- 
bly W his aſſiſtance. 


a r 4 1 * 5 lh. 


MEDITATION. XL. 


On our firſt beginning. 
0 NSIDER firſt, O chriſtian ſoul, that not 
very long ago has hadſt no being at all; nor 
any ſhare in the tranſactions in this world; thou 
waſt not even ſo much as thought on by any crea- 
ture upon earth. In this low aby fs of nothing thou 
hadſt been ingulfed from all eternity: and there of 
thyſelf thou muſt have remaincd to all eternity, in- 
finitely beneath the condition even of the meaneſt 
inſect, fo that whatſoever thou haſt now above this 
Ie B 0 


12 5 
mere nothing is not of thy own growth, but purely 
| the gift of thy maker. Down then with thy 
pride: acknowledge thy origin: fit always down in 
the loweſt place, even in the centre of thy nothing: 
aſcribe nothing to thyſelf but thy fins : give the 
whole glory of all the reſt to thy Maker. = 
Conſider ſecondly, who it was that drew thee 
out of that deep abyſs of nothing, into this being, 
which thou now enjoyeſt ; Wha gave thee this 
power of thinking, this life, this will, this memory, 
this underſta2ding; this ſoul and body? No other 
but he that made heaven and earth, even the eter- 
nal, immenſe, infinite Peity. And how came this 
great God to think of thee ! what did he ſee in 
thee that ſhould move him to love thee ; and beſtow 


| this being upon thee? O it was nothing but his 


own infinite goodneſs : for there could be nothing 
in thee worthy of his love ; thou couldſt do him no 
ſervice : he ſtood not in need of thee. O embrace 
then with all the powers of thy ſoul this infinite 
goodneſs of thy God. Give thy whole being to him 
that has given it to thee : Dedicate thy whole ſoul. 
to his love and ſervice for time and eternity. 
_ Confider thirdly, that God made thee after his 
own image and likeneſs, that he might engage thee 
the more to love him. This image and likeneſs is 
in thy ſoul, which is a ſpiritual being; and in the 
{piritual powers of thy foul : thy free will, which 
nothing controuls, and which can be ſatisfied with 
thing leſs than God; and thy underſtanding, 
17hich is capable of ſoaring above all things viſible 
and inviſible, and reaching to the contemplation of 
God himſelf, O let not ther this noble ſpirit lie 
any longer groveling in the mire of the earth! Let 
not this will that was made to be a queen, he a ſlave 
to fleſh and bloed! Int not thi underſtanding, 
8 FS this 
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this mind, this thought that ſhould contemplate hea- 
venly truths, be boweddown to empty carthly toys! 
Conclude to be ever humble, by the ſenſe and 
remembrance of thy own nothing; and to be ever 
grateful to thy maker, by a a conſtant return of love 
and ſervice. Pater. Ave. . 3 


MEDITATION II. 
nu our laſtend. ; 
1. CFYONSIDER firſt, my foul, why. tha? 

LA cameſt hither. What is thy buſineſs in this 
mortal life? For what end has God made thee ? 
Upon what errand has he ſent thee hither > This 
ſhould have been the ſulij ct of thy meditation from 
thy firſt coming to the ule of reaſon : and haſt thou 
ever yet ſeriouſly thought on it? Thou canſt not 


here plead ignorance: for it was one of the firſt 
things thou waſt taught, that thou waſt made for 


God; and that thou mighteſt know, love, and terve 
him here, and ſo come to enjoy him hereafter in a 
happy eternity. O how noble, how glorious, how 
blefled is this end for which thou waſt made? O how 
good is thy God, who has made thee for him- 
ſelf and for heaven; and has deſignec this happineſs 
ne, © 
_ © Conſider ſecondly, that properly ſpeak ing thou 
haſt but ont buſin Is in life. viz. to aniwer this end 
for which thou wait made ; by dedicating hn in 
good carn-ſt to the love and fervice of thy Maker. 
This is that one thing neceſſary, Like x. 42. If thou 
apply thyſelf ſeriouſſy to this great buſineſs, all is 
well; if thou negle& this, all is loſt, whatever ſucceſs 
thou mayſt meet with iu every thing elſe. O what will 
it profit a man to gain the whole world, if he loſe his 
own foul, and at the ſame time loſe his God, and a hap- 
py eternity ? O then let all other bnſineſs be ever ſub- 
e 3333 ordinate 


ordinate to this: let all that no ways conduces to this, 
be deſpiſed as vain and unprofitable : and all that is 
oppoſile to this be avoided and rejected as hurtful and 


pernicious. O vanity of vanitics, and all is vanity, but 
the loving God and ferving him alone. Kempis. 
Conſider thirdly, the great blindneſs and miſery 
of worldlings, who live in a continnal forgetfulneſs 
of this their only buſineſs ; whoſe purſuits are aſter 


| 
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nnities; who weary themſelves like children in 
Fanning after butterflies, and catching at mere bub- 
bles and empty ſhadows ; vain honours, falſe riches, 
and momentary pleaſures ; whilſt they neglect eter- 
mity. And has not this been hitherto thy caſe, O 
my foul! O be confounded then at the thought of 
thy having been ſo ſenſeleſs, ſo wretched ! Deteſt 
the errors of thy paſt life: and now at leaſt turn 
Conclude to offer thy whole being to him that 
made thee for himſelf: and to attend for the future 
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ME DLT ATION III. 
5 our redemption through Chriſt. 
1. ONSIDER firſt. how man being originally 
Aa created in jultice and ſanctity, to be hap. 
py here in grace and innocence, and eternal ly happy 
hereafter in the enjoyment of his Creator, wretch- 

edly. fell from God by fin ; forfeited his origi- 

nal juſtice, and all the advantages annexed to it; 

and incurred all kind of miſeries; together with a 

double death, both for time and eternity. Thus 
all mankind came to be involvcd in fin and miſery ; 
the underſtanding was blinded, the will perverted, 
the whole ſoul in diſorder ; ſtrangely weak to any 
thing that is good; and violently inchned to evil. 
Thus we became aliens from God, ſlaves to ſatan, 
N Is 
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5 
fin, and hell; utterly incapable of ourſelves eso make 
one ſtep towards chaining mercy or grace; and +1 
muſt have inevitably fallen froin one miſery tos 
het till at length we fell into hell. Ah. 
the dreadful conſequences of Im ! Ah! what ſhonld! 
we have done if God had not given us a Saviour! 
Conſider ſecondly, the infinite goodneſs of God, 
"wi without any manner of merit on our ſides, 
for what could we merit in that wretched condi- 
tion ?) has given us his own Son to be our Saviour; 1 
to deliver us from all our miſeries; to reſcue us from 
ſatan, ſin, and hell; and to bring us mercy, grace, 
and eternal ſalvation. O what could God do more 
do teſtify his infinite love? what has not the Son of 
God done, what has he not ſuffered for the love 
of us'? From the firſt moment of his conception in 
the womb of the Virgin, till his ſhedding the 
laſt drop of his blood, and expiring upon the croſs, 
he has been employed in ſeeking our eternal welfare · 
and in loving us. O what return ſhall we make 
for this love? 
Conſider thirdly, what God has given ns in giv- 
ing us his Son: what goods he brings along with 
him to enrich us. He comes to be our Redeemer, - 
our Teacher, our Pattern, our Repairer ; the Father 
of our ſouls ; our Brother ; our Spoule, and ever- 
faithful Lover ; ; our High Prieſt, and our Sacrifice ; 
our Friend and Phyſician ; our Advocate and Med;- 
ator ; our Food, our Light, our univerſal Good, 
the Way, the Truth and the Life of our Souls. 0 
what immenſe treaſures he brings with him! and all 
theſe he deſires to impart to us. And ſhall not we, 
my ſoul, embrace this infinite goodneſs ? and having 
all things in our Jeſus deſire nothing out of him? 
He from the firſt moment of his incarnation was 
wholly ours : Let us from this moment at leaſt be 
* his. | 5 
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FO 1 
- wonemae, nnce ny tne venefit of your redemp- 
tion, Chriſt has ranſomed you from your flavery,, 
and purchaſed you for himſelf, to behave hence-, 
| forward worthily of ſo great a Redeemer, The 
world, the fleſh and the devil, have no title to you. 
Give yourſelves to him, who has bought you with 


the price of his own blood. Pater, Ace. 


„/ DI TATE ON. 4; 
n our being dedicated to God in baptiſm. 
1.  YONSIDER firſt, O chriſtian ſoul, how 
+ AU happily and holily thou waſt dedicated and 
eonſecrated to God at thy haptiſm, There thou 
walt waſhed from ſin, by virtue of the precious 
þ blood of Chriſt ; and cleanſed by the laver of ua , 
. In the word of life. There thou waſt regenerated, by 
[ a new birth in chriſt : cagrafted in him; and made 
| the adopted child of God. There thou waſt con- 
ſeecrated to be the temple of the Deity. There the 
| Spirit of God wok poſſeflon of thee: adorned thee 
and enriched thee with all his heavenly gifts and 
graces. There thou waſt made a queen, a ſiſter, 
and companion for Angels; and receivedſt an indiſ- 
putable right and title to a never-ending kingdom, 
| with the true and living God. O chriſtians, be 
| mindful of this dignity, to which you have been 
| advanced by your baptiſm. You are. ſzys St. Peter, 
(1 Pei. di. 9.) & choſen generation, à kingiy prigſt- 
hood, a | holy nation, a purchaſed people. See then 
you never degenerate; nor forfeit all this glory, 
| and all your happineſs for time and eternity, by 
wilful fin. 1 3 | 1 
| Conſider fecondly, the covenant you made with 
God in baptiſm ; in conſequence.of which God re- 
ecived you then into the number of his ahildren, 
Ang gave you a title to heayen, You entered then 
| | ; 170 
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1000 articles wth 3 by which, you promiſed 
ever to adhere to him; 572 firm and conſtant faith 
of all his revealed truths ; ; a ſtrict obedience to all his 
mmandments; and a perpetual renunciation, of the 
devil, and all * works of darkneſs, and worldly 
fomps. Has your life been agrecable to theſe arti- 
ep. ? Have you kept this covenant ? Have you 
ep. true to your allegiance ? Have you obſerved 
Four ſolemn vows? Ah! how few can lay their 
jo n their hearts, and ſay they have not 
broke theſe articles? And yet their all depends 
upon the obſerving of them. 
Conſider thirdly, that in your bapriſin you was 
clothed with the robe of innocence ; with a ſtrict 
injunction to preſerve it, and to carry it unſtained 
to the judgment-ſcat of Chriit : In token of which 
a white garment was put upon you by the miniſter of 
God with theſe words : Receive this white garment; 
which thou ſhalt carry without ſpot or lain before the 
trabunal of Chriſt, in order io inherit everlaſting life. 
O how happy are thole ſouls that preſerve this robe 
of innocence ! O how miſerable are they that loſe it: 
that call it away; that exchange it — the filth of 
fin ! And as for thee, m ſoul, what is become of 
the white garment thou N Y how ſhalt 
thou dare to + wand Wi it, re the nt 
feat af Chriſt: een 
Conclude to live up for the time to come, to the 
dignity of » chriſtian; and to your haptiſmal en- 
gaemens: and to repair all paſt miſcarriages a a 
— life. Pater. Abe. 
b MEDITATION % 


Sn the evil of falling from God by fon, 

"ONSIDER ſirſt. that of all evils that can 
befal the ſoul an this fide of hell, there is 
none comparidle to che evil of falling from 1 
| WI 


* 
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Vital fn. A dreadful and moſt diſmal evil indeed. 
to fall from the ſupreme and infinite good, inte 
the very bottomleſs pit of wretchedneſs and miſery. 


O call to mind, dear chriſtians, out of your former 


meditations, that God is your firſt beginning, and 
your laſt end; by whom, and for whom you were 


created; that all your good and all your happineſs 
is to be found in him. O! remember that the Son 


of God has purchaſed all that is good for you, with 


Vis own molt precious blood; and that he has made 


all over to you. Remember that you were dedicated 
to God in your baptifm : that your ſouls were made 
children of the eternal Father, ſpouſes of the eter- 
nal Son, temples of the eternal Spirit, and heireſſes 
to an eternal kingdom. But alas! in the moment 


you conſent to mortal ſin, vll is loſt: you fall from 


your firſt beginning and your laſt end: you turn 
your back upon your univerſal good: you forfeit 


the grace and ſalvation purchaſed for you by Jefus 


Chriſt : you loſe all the glorious titles and prero- 
gatives you received in baptiſm : you become from 
that time forward moſt vile and contemptible, moſt 
wretched and miſerable, moſt filthy and abomi- 
nable ; dead to God, flaves to the devil, poſſeſſed 
by him; and victims of hell. O! dread and fly, 
hate and deteſt ſo great an evil. 
Conſider ſecondly, the extravagance, the folly, 
and madneſs of that foul, which in this manner 


falls from God: Alas! ſhe exchanges God for the 


devil, grace for fin, heaven for hell ; all her good 
at preſent, and a happy eternity hereafter, for a tran- 
ſitory toy, a brutiſh paſſion, an irkſome ſlavery, a 
ſhadow, a bubble, a mere nothing. O- nnhappy 


| ſinner, open thy eyes, and ſee the wretched bargain 


for a thing ſo baſe, ſo vile, ſo. empty, ſo auß ſo 


thou. haft made! See how ſtrangely thou haft been 
deluded : to part with thy God, and all thy good, 


ort, 


\ 


— 


ts: 


Hort, ſo fooliſh, and miſerable ; and accompanied 
with ſo much remorſe, with ſo much danger, and 
with ſo much falſhood and deceit. O poor foul, *© 
reflect for once, what thou haft been, and what 
thou now art. Thou waſt a child of Cod, thon 
art now a flave of ſatan. Thou waſt a favourite 
ok heaven; thou art now an enemy. Thou waſt 
the temple of the Deity ; thou art now poſſeſſed by 
the devil. Thou waſt moſt beautiful, like an An- 
gel ; thou art now ugly and abominable, like one- 
of the infernal ſpirits. Heaven yas thine, God 
himſelf was thine : thou ſtandeſt now condemned to 
hell; there is but a hairs breadth betwixt thee and 
a miferable eternity. Ah ! lament, weep, and mourn 
to fee this unhappy change: bewail thy paſt folly 
and madnefs, in making fo wretched a bargain ; 
and ſpare no pains to rectify it out of hand, by a 
ſpeedy and effectual reti n to God, 
Confider thirdly, the ingratitude, the perfidiouf- 
ness, the groſs injury and contempt, the high tre- 
ſon againſt the divine Majeſty ; which the foul is 
guilty of, when {he falls from God into mortal fin. 
She is wungrateful, beyond all that can be expreſſed, 
by making ſo wretched a return to him that gave 
her her very being; to him that loved her from all 
eternity; that employed his whole life upon earth 
in ſeeking her ſalvation, and died upon the croſs 
for the love of her. She is perfidious, by breaking her 
baptiſmal vows. She offers an unparalleled injury 
to God in turning her back upon him, and in pre- 
terring fin ad ſatan, and every empty toy before 
him. Her contempt of his divine Majeſty is mani- 
feſted by her defiling his temple, driving him thence, | 
to make room for the devil, and violating his eter- 
nal law : And her high treaſon appears in her un- 
natural rebellion againſt that great king, her fighting 
nader che ſtandard of the devil, and e 
* on 
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Son of God. O whata ad * of 
all the worſt of evils is found in every mortal fin ! 
Conclude thou, my ſoul, to repent, and confeſs. 
all thy paſt guilt in 1 * kind: and fully to deter- 
mine, come what will come, never more to incur 
ſo great an evil for the future. 
Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION VI. 


2 n tie heinous enormit of mortal ſin. 


1 ONSIDER what a monſter mortal ſin is. 
Its malice is inſchite; in as much as it is in- 
| 28 oppoſite to God, who is infinitely good. 
il As none but God himſelf can fully EY his 
| ewn infinite goodneſs, ſo none but God himſelf can 
Perfectiy comprehend the infinite enormity that is 
| found in this oppolite evil. And as God eſſentiall 
loves himſelf with an infinite love, and cannot 2 | 

| - to love himſelf: ſo he efſentially hates mortal fin 
| with an infinite hatred ; and cannot ceaſe to hate it, 


wherever he ſees it. It is a monſter more e e 

| than hell, more filthy and abominable than the 

| devil: ſering it was the parent both of hell and the 

0 devil: For hell was made for mortal ſin: and the, 

| devil was an angel, till he was transformed into a 

| | d vil by mortal fin, O dreadful poiſon, that could 

| thus in an inſtant change Angels into devils! O 
| dreadful ſtain thut can nouriſh an eternal fire! And 
| how has my God born» with me ſo long under fo 

many mortal fins? How ſhall I preſume to liſt up 
my eyes to heaven after ſo much guilt ! 1 

| 2. Conhder the enormity of mortal fin from the 

judgments God has exerciſed of old, does nor 
daily, and will to a'l eternity exerciſc upon thoſe 
that are guilty of it. Witneſs the irrevocable con- 
demnation of millions of Angels for one ſin in 


thought 
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thought : witneſs the dreadful conſequences, both 
in time and eternity, of the fin of our firſt parents; 


witneſs the ſweeping away at once all mankind, 
for fin, by the waters of the deluge : witneſs the fire 
and brimſtone rained down upon Sodom and the 
neighbouring cities; and innumerable other par- 


ticular Judgments inflifted on account of fin; ſuch 


as plagues, famines, wars, fires, 2 ſud- 
den and unprovided deaths, &c. witneſs the eternal 
flames, and never-dying worm of hell, to which æ 


juſt God, who can puniſh no one beyond what he 
has deſerved, daily condemns thouſands for mortal 


fin, O dreadful evil which provokes a God, whoſe 
very nature is goodneſs and mercy, to this eternal 
indignation! No wondehen that ſin, in the very 
moment it is commutted, makes ſuch a diſmal ha- 
vock in the ſoul ; robs it of all its treaſures ; of all 
che merit of its paſt good works; of all true peace, 
Joy, and comfort; deprives it of its true life, which 
is its God; betrays and delivers it up to ſatan, and 
expoſes it every_ moment to the evident danger of a 
ſecond and eternal death. Ah! my foul, how often 
has this been thy caſe ? Is it not thy caſe at preſent? 
O make haſte while thou haſt time, to turn to him, 
and ſue for his mercy, with an humble and contrite 
heart, who alone can deliver thee from all thy ſins, 
and all the dreadful conſequences of them. 
3. Conſider, that nothing more demonſtrates 
the enormity of fin, and the hatred God bears to 
it, than the conſideration of what the Son of God 
himſelf ſuffered for our fins ; and that the juſtice of 
God would not admit of any lower price for our 
redemption, or any lefs atonement for our guilt, 


than the laſt drop of the blood of his own Son. 


Contemplate, my ſoul, this innocent Lamb of God, 


agonizing in the garden, under the load of thy fins, 


ll 
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and bewailing them, with tears of blood. gufiing 
| 2 all * 2 3 fee him betrayed, appre- 
und, c ned, buffeted, ſpit upon, 
— 2 torn with whips and ſcourges ; crowned 
with ſharp thorns, loaded with a rough and heavy 
| crols, and nailed to it for thy ſins: Sce han bleed- 
ing, expiring, and dying for thy ſins. And learn 
from hence how heinous thy ſins are in the ſight of 
God; which were not to be expiated but with ſo 
-mauy ſufferings, and ſo much blood of his own be- 
loved Son; though every ſuffering of his, and every 
drop of is blood was of infinite value, by reaſon 
of ke infinite dignity of his perſon. Surely bell 
itſelf, with all its dreadful and everlaſting torments, 
li does not half ſo much declare the hatred God bears 
i to ſm, as the fight of a God cruciked for the expi- 


| ation of ſin. 

'Y |  Conclude utterly to r:nounce, and abhor all 
| mortal fin for the time to come, more than hell 
i azdelf 3 to fly all the approaches of it, and the dan- 


it erous company, and other occaſions, that en- 
if = thee to 4 and as for thy paſt ewlt, rr tl e- 
it day of thy life, in ſpirit, to the feet of Chriſt, 
| p-- Magdalen, there to bewail and confeſs all 
if thy treaſons and abominations; and to beg to be 
| cleanſed from them all with his precious Wood 
bl Fater. Abe. | 


= MEDITATION VII. 

= --: On the multitude of our paſt fins. 
| * vox SIDE R, O my ſoul, how long 
| it is fince thou waſt firſt ſo miſerable as to 
i fall from God by fin ; and how much thy {ms have 
| | 
| been multiphed lince that unhappy hour. Alas 
| didſt thou not, at thy firſt coming to the uſe of 
{ reaſon, forfeit thy _ innocence ; and fall a 
| prey 
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prey to that Belli hone Lind ibyiundifpen- 

able, duty, iu confequenee of thy ei rr = 
Hemptiom, and baptiſwal en ements, nas 
ithou waſt capable f knowing God. qi turn „to- 
wards him, as thy firſt beginning and laſt end; and 
to dedicate chytell / eternally to is love and ſervice. 
But didſt not thou rather, like Lucifer and his cm- 
panions, from the firſtdawning of thy xraſon, turn 
thy back upom thy God, and prefer thy own, irre- 
gnlariinclinitions; and every toy before hum? And 

hat was this but joinig with the angtys that tell 
A againſt Gd? | 
2. Conſider, how after ſo be RN 

f thob haſt gone on; 8 on adding fi to fin, oui 
Hod, agalnſt thy neighbour, againſt thyſelf, by 
fk, by word, i defirc: ſo that not one day, 
ao not one hour, has pafled, without irgquenthy 
oftending God, by common, or omiſſion. - Ixt 
not true, m] ſoul, that cven from thy childhood, 
thou wWaſt gen to lies, paſſion and impurity? bs 
it not true that even then thy thoughtsiwent con- 
ahually' aſtiay from God after fooleries and. Vine 
| ties z hat thy prayers were without fattentiom; thy 
eonfaſſions without/hncerity, repentauce or- amend- 
ment and thy Whole liſe and converſstion - with- 
but Cod, or any real god! And didſt thou grow 
auy betttc us thou grewelt older? Or didſt thou not 
Lathen multiply thy bns; and daily morerand more 
corrupt, vlate -amil; debe all thy powers and fa- 
caltics, and al ihy ſenles and mi mbers with -repeat- 
ed-of{-ndes and treaſons; ant rr olly amn 

and abuſe all the gifts of God againſt b gwend 
Oh !paſs over an thy mind four. let it, he 2 tie 
Biuerneſs of thy fouf) all hy, cars: and lament and 

ſee that thy fs exceed in mumber' the hairs of + 

head, 2k ea th 1e ſands of the: * belides an iufmite 
. 2 multitude 
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multitude ef hidden fins and ighorances which ate 
removed out of thy ſight. G make haſte, now 
it leaſt, in this time of 'mercy, to run and wah 
thyſelf clean from all thy filth in the fountains of 
the wonnds of thy Saviour. 
9. Conſider (in order to know better the bound- 
leis number of thy ſins) how little thou haſt, com- 
plied, in any part of life, with the great duty of 
Aoving Cod with thy whole heart, of dedicating thy 
hours to his ſervice, and directing, by a pure in- 
tention, all thy thoughts, . words, and actions, to 
him: How little reſtraint tleou haſt put upon thy 
vatural inclinations, too ſtrongly. bent on evil 3 
bow little guard upou thy roving thoughts; how 
little attention not to offend in words; or give oe. 
caſion to fin in Others. Reflect alſo how much of thy 
precious time thou haſt ſquandered away ; how many 
graces thou haft received in vain: how! little thaw 
Jaſt correlponded with divine infpixatious;: what 
aſe thou haſt made of the talents, with which they 
haſt been intraftcd; and of the ſacraments thou haſt 
received s how thou haſt diſcharged thyſelf of. the 
duties of thy ſtate, of thy ſtewardſhip, with regard 
to.thy worldly ſubſtance, &c. And ſee what armies 
of fins will preſently rife up before thy face and 
fand againſt thee. Beſides that ingratitude th all 
God's benefits, which thou haſt been daily guilty 
of; and which is an aggravating circumſtance of 
all the reſt of thy fins. And how wilt thou dare 
after ſo much guilt, once to lift up thy eyes 10 
heaven; or fo much as to name the holy name 
of God, which rhou haſt ſo often profaned ? 
. Conclude, like the penitent Thais, to have al- 
ways before thy eyes the multitude and enormity of 
| thy fins, and like her to be ever calling for mercy 
with a contrite and humble heart. irs; 
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MEDITATION VIII. 


. 0. the goodneſs. of God in waiting for Sm — 
1.5 inviting them to return to him.. 


sf Silo SIDE R the Bert of God's 890d : 
Uncſs in his dealings with hnners. See with, - 
what Patience he bears with them, and tat very 
often, for a long time; notwithſtanding their pro- 
vocations, their continual abuſe of all his mercy, 
and that infinite hatred which he always bears ty 
mortal fin, where-ever he ſees it, O, my ſoul, 
how much art thou, indebted to this patience of thy 
God; in bearing with thee all theſe years paſt 
ever fnce thy firſt fall unto ſin! Alas! hall thou not 
all this time been playing upon the brink of that 
dreadful precipice, Which condułts to the bot- 
tomleſs pit? haſt thou not been all this; While 
within a hair's breadth of a miſerable eternity ! Is of 
it not true that every night thon haſt, gone to bed, 

thou didſt not know hot that before the morning | 
thou might? tin thy elk in hell! Millions have 
fallen into that ige dungeon of endleſs wae, _ 
whilf thy God, hath Tpared thee :,. millions are 


2 


burning in thoſe unquenchable | fla nes for fewer 
ens than thou haft. committed. O blefled be the 
anfinite goodneſs of my God to all eternity; and 
may all his Angels and Feints praiſe and glorify him 
for ever: for having endured me ſo long; for hav- ” 
ing preſerved. 3 * eontingally watched over 

me; or elſe my Jul haFlong ſince dwelt in hell. 

2 Conſider the many ways by which God ſeeks | 
to reclaim ſinners, and to call dem home to him. 
Reflect on the remorſes and inward reproaches of 
conſcience with which he viſits them; the terrors 
of his judgments, and the allurements of his mer 8 
cies, which he lets ] befor? them, See how he | * ihe 


nl continu- 


_— 
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n calling Pon them by his word; by his 

preachers, by good books, good examples, aud 
wholeſome admonitions; and. by, a, number, of inte- 
rior invitations and graces. Has 70 not dealt thus. 

with thee, my ſoul, all this time thou haſt been 99 

ing aſtray from him? And what is the meaning of 
allthis goodneſs, of thy God to ſuch an utiderſerving 
ungrateful and obſtinate rebel? Why, it is nothing 

elfe hut his own, pure mere and love, in conſider- 

ation of the blood of his Son. And ſhall not all 

this love ſoften thy Heart, and oblige thee now at. 

leaſt to reſolve in good earneſt to return to him; 
leſt other wife mercy fo long abüuſed give lace io 
| juſtice 2 And the land, which has been to often, 

watered with rain from heaven, and ftill continues 
0 to bring forth nothing but thorhs and briars. 
'F ſnould fall at length nder 4 dreadful curſe, and 
be condemned to e fire ? Heb. vl. 

. Conſider what encouragentent God. giyes 1 4 


anners TY return,” to him 7 9 71 ith ll Lord, 


1 ere flot. % death of a inne: it that © he may 
if be converted; ; from his ways, and ! 4 Fa. £ 
Wh wilt? zod die, 0 h6t ife of.” Hall, Eee Xkxili. i 

1 Retimi ta 1 Me, PETE Abe, chap. XVuL., . Thou haſt er 15 
1 aiſag after 15 lovers, bu Teturn 170 Ale. and F will 


— — — - 
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1 receile thee, eremias iii. See with what love the | 
good ſhepherd in the golpel goes after the, loſt Rent : 
and” with \ what J Joy he la no. en his ſhoulders, 
Ul; and brip pgs it It e th e {Ol * ow the fathers 

„ runs out to .mect the prodig ite aud, Wien he fe- 
turns home from the Hicks o eh he' {wine ;. ſee how 
[| he embiStes him, cloaths, Him, ik the beſt robe, 
(| and makes a feaſt for him, Tuke xv. Reflect how 
dhe Son of God, when here upon earth, treated the” 
Wl. penifent Migdalen, the Thief upon the croſs, and 

I! all other fi wien. oy: had recourſe to hi * 

1 | An . 
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And how. hae has declared that there is meve joy in 
heaven over one penitent lin, than over ninety- 
vine juſt. O1 my foul, let us h. ave recourſe to ths 
mercy: let us return to ſo good a Father,” to ſo lo- 
ving a Saviour: and let all heaven 3 in our 
conyerbon. Ft 
Conclude to abuſe 1 no ger the mercics of God, 

by continuing in fin + but to return to him now, 
and neyer to depart from him any OF Tiers 


: hve. | 
= MEDITATION IX. b 
On the virtue of penance, _ ] 
ON SIDER, that penance, in as much a8 
it is a virtue by which the foul turns from 
in to God, is and always Was abſolutely neceſſary 
for every one that is  unhappily fallen from God 
by actual fin; fo that without it no fuch ſinner 
ever did, ever UT] or ever {hall find meicy with 
God. Aut fenitendum aut ardendum.. One of 
the two the ſinner muſt chooſe, cither Penance 
er hell fire. For che Son. of Cod himlelf has 
aſſured us, chat without penance we hall all peri/h, 


* $i * 


Luke xiii. 2 35 Hence it was by preaching of 


Zenance, and of the bringing forth worthy frui's. of 
penance, that St. John Baptiſt prepared the people 
for Chriſt, - Matt. iii. and our Lord himſelf opened 
his milion by the ſame theme, Matt. iv. This was 


the great ſubject of the preaching of the prophets, ju 


the old teſtament ; ofthe apoltles in the new; and 


of all others, whom God has at any time ſent to 


Preach to his people: their. commiſſion ever was te 
invite, to call, to preſs ſinners, to turn from thei 
evil ways to God, by a ſincere converſion and 
penance. Now this is the great buſineſs of this pre- 


fon ey, that muſt be laid in order to receive 


the 


/ 
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© 
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ſent ubilee: this converſion and penance is the very | 


2 


jabnitely good, the, very fountain 


this lovely virtue. 


1 „ 


* d ITN vor it. O my ſoul, 29 8 nr ofiort r a 
this fo fon call: Let not this tatourable gecklſon 


be loft to thees Rece ve not this great grace in bain: 


By Fa may be che laſt, oj this natyre, that God Wilker er 


vour thee with. 
8. -Confider, 5 as in mortal fin 428 are two 

great ei viz... the turning awa from a God 
5 goodneſs and 

hfe ; and the embracing ! in his ſtendd that infernaP 
monſter finf by, the allurement of ſome falſe ap* 


pearance 0 * worldly honour, intereſt or pleaſure: 


10 in the virtue of penance there, are two principal 


ingredients, viz. the turning away from fin witli 
horror, deteſtation and ſorrow, for having offended 


\ 


© God, infinitely good in himſelf, and "infinitely 


1 ood to us; and returning back to God, with z 
orough change of heart, a ſincere feſolution 
of a new life, and a ful! determination of dedi- 


cating the years that remain of life to obedience, 


ſervice and love. 0 happy e O bleſſed 
virtue, that makeſt ſo wonderful a change in the 


ſoul; that driveſt away from us the devil aud ſin; 


and bringeſt us back to God! O my ſoul. embrace 


ass 


3. Conſider that b neceſſary ingredient of 


dhe virtue of fevance, in order to reconcile ſuch ſin- 
ners to God as have unhappily loft, by mortal firs, 
the grace they received at the font, is à ſincere and 
effeftual reſolution of making ſatisfaction to di- 


vine Juſtice; ; by puniſhing their ſinful fleſh, and 


ber, . the caufe of God upoß their gail 
u 


ſelves; and by By. ord app plying to their fo 
the Grain of Chriſt Hence we read ſo often in 


* the Scriptures, of turning to Cod with faſting, Weep- 
| ing and mourning; of doing penance in Jackelowh and 


&/tigs, andthe w_ TREE the ancient Penitents ſo 
bo often 
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oftew went through ven, ten; or FR years of. 
rigofous” penance for one mortal ſin. Hence fo 
mamy volig] ous men and women, and other td pe- 
nitents to this day addidt khemſelves, during life, 
te a variety” of penitential exerciſes in ſatisfaction 
for thew'lins. © For, this deſtre of ſatisfying divine: 
jaſtiee, "by puniſhing the ſinner, is inſeparable from 
that hatred and deteſtatio of fin, which is the very 
ſoul of the virtue of. penance, O my foul, what 
pemance haſt thou done for thy manito!d crimes 2 
Haft ahow ever yet fufficiently ſhewed the linecrity 
of thy repentance and converſion, by bringing forth 
worthy. fruits: of penance ? O take hecd, leſt if thou 
lorget this indiſpenſable duty of a unte thou linch 
one day that thou haſt deceived We and _ 
all thy fins are ſtill uon there. 

Conelutle io %, from tlie wrath 10 come; * run- 
niug now to the virtue of penance, and to —— 
Reubeforward a penitential life: to go daily in ſpi- 
fit to the feet of Cbriſt, with Magdalen; and there 
to bewail thy fins : to offey him every day thy heart 
and ſoul, to be for ever his; and not to let a day 
paſs without offering him ſome * en 
for thy paſt ofle acts. Pater. Aue. 


wif MEDITATION *. 
n the ſacrament of penance. — 
1. YONS ID ER that belides the virtue of 1 — 
Yi ' penance, the finner that has loſt his bap- 
that grace, muſt have - recourſe alſe to the "as. 
ment of penance, a8 to a plank after ſhipwreck 
which'is no leſs neceſſary after mortal fin, for deli- 
vering the fouk from the ſecond death, than bap- | 
tin itfelf is for thofe that have not yet been regene- S | 
rated by water and the Holy Ghoft. This facra= |} 
ment, Todes the virtue of penance, which it in- 
ecludes, 


2 | 
 eludes, or preſuppoſes, implies moreover the ſinners 
conſefſion, and the prieſt's abſolution, pronounced 
by virtue of a commitſion from him, to whom all 
power is given in heaven and earth and who has 
been pleaſedrto impart this power to his diſciples 
and their lawful ſucceſſors: to whom he has ſaid, 
St. John xXx. As my Father ſenl me, even ſo 1 
fend you © Receive ye the, Itoly Ghoſt : whoſe ſuns you. 
Jhall forgive, they are forgiven to them, ; and whoſe ſuns 
you ſhall retain, they are retained. , Bleſs the Lord my. 
ſoul, who has been pleaſed to leave in his church thas 
ſacrament of reconciliation; this wholeſome medi- 
cine for all thy diſeaſes; this ſalve, made up with 
the precious blood of Chriſt, to heal all thy wounds ; 
this ſovereign reſtorative, of life. Reſolve to have 
proper recourſe to it at this tine of mereyx. 
2. Conſider, that if thou deſireſt to partake of 
the grace of the ſacrament of penance, in the pemiſe 
ſion of thy ſins; thou muſt take care to be duly 
prepared for this ſacrament , by fervent prayer, by 
a ſerious and diligent examination into the true ſtate 
of thy conſcience ; and above all by an hearty con- 
trition and ſorrow for thy ſins; joined with a firm 
_ reſolution of a new life: This is what thou muſt la- 
bour to procure, as well by fervent and repeated 
prayers, as by meditations upon the moſt moving 
truths : even ſuch as may effectually excite in thee 
both the fear and love of God. Without this care 
in preparation, and contrition, inſtead of obtaining 
the forgiveneſs of thy ſins, thou wilt be in danger 
bol adding to the number of them the guilt, of a moſi 
grievous ſacrilege, by the abuſe. of ſo great a ſacra- 
ment. O my God, ſuffer me not to be ſo unhappy. 
| $ © forgive me che many mes I have incurred ſo 


a ? «/ 
3. Go 


Teinous a guilt, 
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have hitherto»! been: what preparation Haſt thou 
made ſor them; What contrition haſt thou carNñedt 
with thee to this tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt? Has thy. 
htartbeen ever trulſ changed? Has any remarkable 
amendment of life followed thy confeſſions ? Haſt 
thon been ſimcere in accuſing thyſelf of thy. fins 2 
Hax-npt:ftar- or ſhame prevailed upon thee to condeal- 
or Gſgaiſe them? Has not pride or ſelflove im- 
poſed nipon thee: 11 far-as do make thee! ingenious in- 
decbvingthylelf, and perſuading thyſtlf that thoſe» 
things Mere not ſins, or but venial, which thou waſt 
either alhamall to confefs“ or, unwilling to leave? 
Anchwillithis falſe cm ſeiunce ſtand its ground when 
deailuifhall ſtare thee an the face? Will it endure the 
tribunalof an all; ſecing Judge! ? Conſider alfor wwe 
ther thy.comnfeſhons. have been accompanied with the 


reflitution bfalkgotten goods; :{atisiaCtion: for in- 


Juties p71 reconciliation. with: thy enemies; putting 
away from thee che immediate occaſions of thy ſins 1 
ſuch. as had company, dangerous familiarities, con- 
verſation with {ſuch perſons as allure - thee to evil; 
leud opprophane: books; indulging an idle Wade 
On. haſt thou ever ſerioully thought of the obliga 
tioncof theſe things? And yet withoutra, ſerions: NG T 

ermination to comply out of hand with all“ theſes » 
duties thy confeſftions were good tbr: e thayy d 
abſolutiohs were null and ſacrilegious. 

Gonclude now ati leaſt to rectify allitaw has bots 

amiſs, and ito prepare thyſelf to make ſuch a confeſ- 


ion noN as thou wouldſt be glad to make if thou 


wort ſure to appbar on che ſame day before the judg- 
menti ſeat of C hriſt. Andbäf, upon aduiting with 
thy director thou find that there is no dependanee , 
to be made upon thy paſt performances, reſolve 
now upòn a good general conleſſion, to clear up thy 
accounts once tor all, Pater. foe, ME- 


/ 


: 
| 
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and all this while he is hanging over a bottomleſs 
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5 Mb 1 A TON N. nf 
es On the evil of the delay of repentance. 1580 11 
{YONSIDER the dreadful danger the knnen 
is expoſed to, all the time he remains un- 
ar the: guilt of mortal fn: Alas! the fword: of 
the divine Jaſtice, which is infinitely provoked: by 
Impenitence, is every moment hanging over his 
head, and juſt ready to fall upon him: the judg- 
ments of God threaten him on all ſides: hell be- 
law opens wide her jaws to devour him: the devil 


Waits but for the beck of the great Mafter of life 


and death to deſtroy him, and carry him away: 


pit of unquenchable fire, ſupported only hy alen-. . 
der thread of a brittle uncertain life; which is in 


| the hands of that God, whom he bas made his 


enemy, and who has an infinite hatred for his fins... 
Ah! my foul; is not this. thy caſe at preſent? O 
open thy eyes, and fee the dangers that ſurround | 


| thee; and make haſte to return to God whilſt thon 5 
| haſt time; or very quickly there will be no time 


for thee.; Give ear to the admonition of the Spirtt 
of God by the mouth of the wiſe man, {Ecclefia/iicus 
v. 8. 9.) Delay not to be converted to the Lord, and 


defer it not from day to day; for, his wrath will come 


en a ſudden; and in the time of vengeance he will 


 deflroy tee. Alas has it not been ſo with millions? 
Tea millions are now burning in hell, who no 
more deſigned to go thither than thou doſt at pre- 


ſent ; but by putting off their repentance and con- 


verſion, they provoked God to cut chem off an their 


fins ; and to caft them into that diſmal pit, where 


the worm m_ 1 5 and the A in never anlia- 
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TILE ' Confider the preſumption. the finner is gnilsy 
of, in willfully: perfiſling in fin, en the confi- 
dence of a future converſion. Alas! the / time to 
come is not at our diſpoſal: we cannot promiſe ous- 
ſelves one hour of it. And God (Who alone is the 
Maſter of it) ſo far from promiſing time to fuch as 
defer their repentance, - has often declared to finnexs 
that he will not give them the time they promiſe 
themſelves; but will come upon them like a thief in 
the night, when they leaſt expect him. Much leſs 
ean they * themſelves that thoſe preſſing calls 
and graces which they have ſo long deſpiſed, andl 
eaſt behind their back, will, be f 2 at their 
eommand ; when by their obſtinacy and impeni- 
tence they have hardened their hey rts againſt them 
and removed God at a diſtance, from them. O ſm- 
ners, give car for once to the wildom of God. 
Proverts i. O children, how long will you love child- 
ihneſs; &c. Becauſe I have called, and you have refuſed 
to hear, T have ſtretched out my hand, and you would 
not regard me You have deſfiſed all my counſels, and 
mnepglefied my reprehenj.ons. Therefore will T alfo / 
' krugh at your deſtruction, and will mock when that 
which you feared Mall come upon you. Then, Mall they 
call upon me, and I will not lear, Ec. Give ear to 
the prophet Tfaias; chap. iv. 5. Seek the Lord white 
be may be found : call 1po1. kim while he is near, Be- 
hold now is the acceitable time, behold -now is the 
day of ſal: ation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. O let ws embrace 
this preſent time, this favonrable oppor iy. the 
laſt Webs. s that God will offer us. | 
Conſider the d-:{prrate. folly and madneſs of 
fuch as defer their reconciliation with God to the 
end of their life, with a formal deſign of putting 
1 | chout upon divine ns, by indulging 3 
| ves 


1 


ſelves au in alb heir life time, and theri thinking 
of \repentamen:hen they can ſm no longer. Un- 
happy vretelies! WhO will ind eto their coſt that 
God 15:not to be moc bed. Gal. vi. 6. The- general 
rule is, that wiel a mam ſoweth, the ſame a“! 
ne maß: and as a man dives ſo ſhall: he die. 
The death-bed performances of habitnal ſinhers are 
very little to — relied upon at beſt; becauſe per- 
ſoas at that time are very unſit for prayer, and in- 
#apable. of attention to reading or meditating on 
_ mhograt truths, Which may relfettua}ly turntheir 
em the alfection- of ſin to che love of God. 
Jut as for ſuch as with a. premeditated defigh put 
off their converſion to the laſt; it is well if one in 
a thouſand of them meets eren with the p 
chance of a deatſi bed repentanee! - Such preſuſn 
mous ſinners, as we daily ſee, either die ſuddenly; or 
are taken out of their ſonſes before they apprehend 
their danger, or flatter” eee Or are Hens 
by thoſe about them, into a Gomkeit | that they art 
not dying, when they are, or A uhich ds the: molti 


common of all) as they forget Gad zin their like 


time, forget themſelves at their) death. 0 theb 
art juſt, O Lord, and thy judgment 5 tj,j˖ 6 

: Gonclude nat to defer even fbr onc "day (auch 
leb till death) thy . Aconciliation: with God, fer 

even that day may be thy laſt. Ramin bee ghs 
impenitence is the high road to Perdit ont und 
that ſuch is the unhappy nature 2of in, wheninot 
effaced by a ſpredy repentance, chat it mbkes the 

or ſinner fall cafily: again, till he contract) a ha- 
E out of which, tov, t00} often hi never riſes 
| abre. . 5 HOI. THE $99 2 


1 
ä MEDITATION XII. 
On the pd of all thaſe things that keep the fenner 
from returning to Cod. 

| ONSIDER, how truly vain all thoſe 
things are which poor deluded worldlings 

prefer before their God: mere bubbles, and trifles, 
falſe appearances, deceitful baits, laid by the ene- 
my to catch their ſouls ; gilded pills that conceal a 
deadly poiſon which turns their heads,” and lulls 
them aſleep; and makes them imagine, in their 
dream, that they are great and rich, and wallow- 
ing in pleaſure. But it is but a deluding dream ; 
which will ſhortly end: and then theſe airy 3 
dows will all vaniſh, and leave both their hands 
and hearts empty. 0 ye children of men, how long 
will you be in love with vanity, how long will you 
run aſler mere lyes and deceit. Reflect upon thoſe 
that are gone before you; upon thoſe chat have en- 
joyed the moſt that this world could afford of ho- 
nours, riches, and pleaſures; and tell me what 
judgment you think they make of them now: O 
they will cry out with Solomon (Ecclęſiaſtes ii. 11.) 
that in all theſe things they ſound nothing but va— 
nity and vexation of ſpirit. They will loudly con- 
demn their own folly and madneſs in ſetting their 
hearts upon ſuch toys, to the loſs of God >od their 
ſouls. , 
2. Conſider: ind take a view of hell worl: Ay idols, 
theſe honours, thele riches, theſe pleaſures; and. 
ſce with what toil they are acquired; with what cares 
aud fears they are poil:lled ; how ealily they are loſt ; 
what evils, what ſlavery they are often expoſed to; 
how ſhort, how unconſtant they are; how falſe 
and deceitful ; how embittere4 with gall ; how 
mean and unwortiy the aflections of a chriſlian 
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| how far beneath the dignity of an immortal ſpirit, 
made for nothing leſs than God; and how unca- 


pable of giving any ſolid content or ſatisſaction to 
4 heart that can never reſt but in its Maker. O 


how wretchedly miſerable are all they who are ſlaves 


to things ſo baſe, ſo vile, ſo filthy, as thoſe are to 


which wordlings generally ſacrihce their all! how 
wretched is that life that is all ſpent i in Weaving 


cobirchs, in runuing after butterflies, in catching at 
ſhadows! in ſquandering away thoſe precious hours 
given to ſecure to the ſeul a happy eternity, in 
erefling out, or pampering a carcaſe that muſt 
quickly be the food of worms, in impertinent 
emuſements, in idle and ſinful converſation, in 


Hearkening 0 ſcan lal : in ſotting in taverns or 


ale-houſes, in loitcring 1 in colfee-houſcs, in hanging 
over a pack of cards, in gazing at a fet of mimicks, 
cooped up in a play-houſe, and ſuch like empty 


fooleries. Surtly ſuch a life muſt be molt irkſome 


aud tedigns, void of all true content, joy, peace or 
confort here, and ol all prolpcer of happincſs 


hereafter. 

3. Confider how this folly and miſery of 3 
lings is deſcribed by the prophet 1ſaias, chap. lix; 
where he tells them, that they put their truſt in 


that which is a meer nothing; that {hey ſpeak va- 


nities ; that is, that their whole dilcourle and con- 


veriation is empty, fooliſh, and nothing to the pur- 
| pole ; thai they concezve labour, and bring forth ini- 


59 : thut they are fitting day and night upon 


the cxgs of afj}s (moſt poiſonous ſerpents) which if 
they . will bring preſent death; and if they hatch 


will turn out ſerpents and deſtroy them. That 


all their works are but ſpending their howels in 


weaving ſpiders webs, which can never «oath them ; 
mpro/riavle works, fit Or nothing but to cateh flics: 
| th 


( 27 ) 


that hols thoughts and devices are all vain and un- 
profuiable ; and their ways lead to deſtruction: that 
they are ſtrangers to the way of peace; that their 
atis are crooked ; and there is no judgment in their 
flets; and that whe pfoever treadeth in them knoweth no 
peace, Ab! the wretched choice which blind 
mortals make, when they turn away from God, 
alter cheating vanitics, and lying madneſſes. O my 
ſoul, be thou more wife! 

Conelude to deſpiſe the world and all its fooleries ; 3 
an to turn now at Jeaſt-with all thy heart from 
vanity to truth, Pater. Ave. 


* , 


M E D -T 4 TION XII. 
n the happineſs of ſerving Got. 
ONSIDER theſe words of the prophet 
(Tſai. iii.) Say to the jiſt man: It is well ; 
and Tetie& on the many advantages which this ſhort 
word well compriſes and enſures to the Juſt, boch 
lor time and eternity. Honour, riches, and plea- 
ture, are the things on which the world ſets the 
eraateſt, value: but they are not to be found where 
the world ſeeks them, but on'y in the ſervice dg 
God. It is a greater honour to be a ſervant of 
God, than to be the emperor of all the earth. 
What then muſt it be by be his friend and favou- 
rite 3 to be his {pc ale, to be his child, to be his tem- 
ple? Can any worldiy honours be compared with 
theſe? How glotious a dignity is it to be heir ap- 
parent to a heavenly and eternal kingdom: and in 
the mean time during this matt” Pilgrimage to 
walk and converſe with God, to be as familiar as 
one pleaſes with this great King; to go into his 
cloſet when we will; to have an aſiurance from 
kim of a favourable hens Mg of obtaining all re- 
queſts? &c. How truly honourable to have one's 
| Q name 


the world is not une to purchaſe; ; and w 
make the foul rich for all eternity. But the ſer— 


ume enrolled in the book of life ; one's chara%ev 
ellabliſhed, not in the village of tts world (which 
nevertheleſs cannot help admiring and eſtecming 


true virtue) but in the great city of God, the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem ? O my ſoul, let ſuch honours as 
| theſe be the only olyeAs of thy ambitions 


2. Conſider how rich the juſt man is: not always 
in theſe worldly poſſeſſions, which every accident 


may take away and which can never fatisfy the 


heart; but in treaſures infnitely more valuable, of 
virtue, grace, and merit, Which all the _— in 


ich 


vants of God have a far greater treaſure than this, 
viz. God himſelf; whom the whole world cannot 


take from them, as long as they t take care not to 


drive him away by wilful fin. He is their protetlor 


and their reward exceeding great, Gen. xv. He is al- 
ways with them: He is a tender father to them; the 
eye of his ſpecial providence is ever upon them ; : 


his Angels encamp about them, to defend them 
from evil, Ina word, God is all things te them 


that fcar and love him: ſo that even as to worldly 


oods, he never forfakes thoſe that do not firſt for- 


Jake hiin O my 1oul, ſec thou ſeck no other trea- 


lure but him : fear no loſs bat the loſing of him. 
If thou haſt him, nothing can make thee miſerable: 4 

but without him nothing can make thee happy. 
3. Confider the pleaſures that attend a virtuous 


us: : ſuch as the f. itisfactiou, peace, and joy of a 
good conſcience 3 the ſenſe that holy ſouls have of 


4's goodnels and love for them; the experience 
they have of his ſweetneſs in their recollection and 
prayer; the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt ; and 


the raviſhing delights they often find in God, as a 
tertain forctaſte of the joys of heaven: the comſort- 


„ | | able 


A. 1 
able proſpc of a h- 'ppy eternity after their ſhort 


mortal pilgrimage : and in fine, a bleſicd conformity 
| bo the will of God, which ſweetens even their very 
croſſes. Such pleaſures as theſe arc far beyond all 
that worldiing: can pretend to; pleaſures pure and 
ſpiritual, Which have ſuppor ted, and cven given an 
mex preſſible Joy to the märtyrs, under the wort 
of their torments; which have ſweetened all the 
penitential aulterities of other ſaints; and made 
them think whole niglits too ſhort when ſpent with 
God in prayer. O how great then is that error, 
how pernicious is that deccit, by which fatan per- 
ſuades the children of this world, that there are no 
pleaſures 1 in a virtuous life! whereas indeed ere 
45 no true pleaſure any where eſſe. 
Conclude, fince thy whole happineſs both for 
- dane and eternity depends entirely upon loving and 
ferving God, to fet out from this hour in queſt of 


E this happineſs, by walking in that be autiful path ol 


virtue, which alone can bring thee toit. Pater. Ace. 


MEDITATION XIV. 
On dea. 
ONSIDER that thy time here will he very 
ſhort. Ah! wholoever thou art, thou muſt 
quickly be gone from bence into another region, a 
ſtrange and Valnows land to thee: and thou muſt 
leave thy worldly kiends, thy honours, thy riches, 
and pleaſuret all b:hind thee; and thy very body 
too to he laid under the ground, a prey to worms 
and maggots. Then ail will be over with thee, 
as to this world: the ſun will never more riſe to 
thee : thou wilt have no ſhace in the tranſactions of 
the world; no man will fear thy diſpleaſure, nor 
court th 8 thy very beit triends will quickly 
forget t 55 O why then dolt thou net think of 
D 3 | this ? 
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this? Why doft mou live as if thou wert to be al- 
ways here? Why doſt thou fooliſhly imagine that 


death, which is daily carrying off ſo many of thy 


neighbours, is ſtill at a diſtance from thee ? O be 
not ſo blind! but give ear to the repeated voices 
of the dead, calling to thee from their hlent monu- 


ments: Remember what has befallen us; for in like 
manner it ſhall be with thee: ft was our turn yeſter- 


day : it will be thine to-day. 

2. Confider that thou canſt die but once; and 
that upon that one moment of death depends an 
eternity. If thou die Avcll, it will be well with thee 
for endleſs ages; but if thou die ill, thou muſt pals 
from death to a ſecond death, to the very extre- 


mity of miſc1y, without end or remedy. O how hard 


it is to do that well, which we can do but once; 
and cannot try or practiſe beforchand ! O my ſoul, 
ſee then thou take care to ſtudy well this leffon'! . 


O make it the great buſineſs of thy life to learn to 


die well! Remember that there is no ſecurity 


againſt an evil death, but a good life. Every thing 


| elſe leaves thee expoled to dreadful uncertainties, 
elpecially ſince thou art quite in the dark, as to the 


time, and manner, and all the circumſtances of thy 
death; and knoweſt not whether thou ſhalt not be 


Tnatched away, without any help at all, and when 
thou leaſt expeGell it. Ts 


3. Conſider the ſeparation which, death makes 
between the ſoul and body; and how theſe two hi- 
therto individual compamions take quite different 
ways. The body quickly becomes a loathſome 
object, which its deareſt friends can ſcarce endure : 
and which haſtens ſo faſt to corruption, that they 
are obliged within a few days to get it ont of the 


Houſe, and lay it deep under ground. that it may 


not infect the air, And what company does it 
: meet 


1 


meet with there, but ſwarms of maggots and worms? 
O! remember, man, that thou art duft, and into 
duſt thou ſhalt return, O reflect what will very | 
quickly be the end of this fading beauty of the 
body, which ſo often allures thee to fin ! But which 
way does the ſoul take when it leaves the body? 
what company does [he preſently meet with in the 
region of ſpirits? what horrors and terrors at the 
ſight of the devils, and the violent attempts the 
then make upon her! How gladly would ſhe then 
be rid ol that vipers brood of her own fins, with 
which ſhe ſees herſelf ſurrounded, and which cry 
aloud: for juſtice againſt her? O my ſoul, think 
well on theſe things whillt thou haſt time: and pre- 
vent the diſmal conſequence of leaving them io be 
thought of when it, ſhall be too late. 55 
Conclude to ſet thy houſe in order now by a ſeri- 
ous examination of the ſtate of thy ſoul, and by 
rectifying all that has hitherto been amiſs, by pe- 
nance, and a new life. O! never venture to live 
one day in that ſtate in which thou wouldſt not 
dare to die! Pater, Ave. x 


M DIN AN . 
On the ſentiments of the ſoul at the approaches 
TIES.  - = of. death." : 8 1 
I. | Sp NSI DER how different a judgment | 
che ſoul will make of all things, at the ap- 
proaches of death, from that which ſhe is apt to 
make in life: How the world will then turn up- 
fide down before her eyes, Ah! my ſoul how 
wilt thou then deſpiſe all worldly honours and pre- 
ferments, when thou ſhall ſee thyſelf at the brink 
of the grave, where the worms will make no di- 
flinction between the king and the beggar! How 
little account wilt thou then make of the praiſe, 
| 5 oſteem, 
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eſteem, or love of men, who will now think no 
more of thee! How wilt thou then undervalue 
thy riches, when thou ſhalt ſee them ſlipping away 
from thee, and leaving thee nothing but a coffin 
and a {hroud! How deſpicable will all worldly 
pleaſures appear in thy eyes, which at the beſt could 
never give true ſatisfaction, and now ſhew what 
they are, and turn into ſmoke: O let us make the 
fame judgment now concerning all theſe things as 
awe ſhall do then! let us weigh them all in theſe 
ſcales, and we ſhall not *be cheated. For why 
ſhould we ſet our affections upon ſuch ſhort-lived 
ſlippery toys? why ſhould we admit of a love that 
cannot ſtand the teſt of death? | 

2. Conſider, O my foul, what will then he thy 
ſentiments with regard to thy /ins; of which thou 
haſt hitherto perhaps made but ſmall account. O 
how hideous, how odious will they then appear to 
thee! how numerous, how enormous! O what 
anguiſh! what remorſe! what dread! what confa- 
lion! what deſpair! will invade a poor finner at 
that hour, when he ſhall ſee before his eyes ſuch 
armies of fins ſet in array agaiſt him, appearing all 
now in their own ugly and monſtrous ſhapes, which 
he had never remarked before; and aſſaulting him 
with their united forces! Wall he not then begin 
ſenſibly to feel the gripes of that never-dying worm, 
which is one of the worſt of the torments of hell? 
Will he not then lamentably cry out; Ak! the 
forrows of death have compaſſed me; and the perils 
of hell have found me, Halm cxiv. On the 
other hand, how beautiful then will the way of vir- 
tue appear in his eyes! O how will he wiſh to have 
followed that charming path ! But alas ! time 4s 
now no more: He is juſt now launching forth, 
with all his cvils, into eternity, an immenſe ocean 


| f 33 74 | 
ts whoſe further fhore the poor ſailor can never 
reach: and which he has ſo much reaſon to fear 
will be to him an eternity of woe. O let my ſoul 
die the death of the Juſt : and let my latter end be lil 
| 170 _ Numb. xxin. 

. Conſider, what will then be the ſentiments of 


FE. ſoul with regard to the value of time; that preci- 
ous time which is now {o prodigally ſquandered a- 


way. O how will ſhe then wiſh that ſhe could 


bring back any part of the time paſt ! what would 


the not give for one hou? of it? Verily a thouſand 
worlds, if the were miſtreſs of them. But what 
will her ſentiments then be of the value of grace? - 
How hitterly will ſhe regret the neglect of fo many 
calls and invitations of her gracious God, the loſs 
of fo many favourable opportunities: the abuſe of 
the ſacraments; the miſemploying ſo many of God's 
gifts and talents? Ah! how many great but un- 
grateful truths! will then diſcover themſelves to the 
ſinner: againſt which he had ſhut his eyes before! 
How will the falſe reaſonings of the world, the de- 
luſions of his own paſſions, the fubtletics of his 
ſelf-love, the affected ignorance of things he had 
no mind to know, and all the deceitful pretexts 
of a falſe conſcience, forſake the inner at the ap- 
proaches of death; and leave him in the lurch, at 
the time of his greateſt diſtreſs? 

Conclude to take up now thoſe ſentiments with 
relation to all theſe things, that will ſtand by thee 
at the hour of death. For why ſhouldſi thow 
any longer ſufler thyſelf to be the dupe of the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil, and give inte 
their impoſtures, to the eternal loſs of thy immortal 
foul? Pater. +" 
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MEDITATION XVI. 
On Fudement. 
\ONSIDER, O my ſoul, that oe thy 
departure hence, thou wilt be cited to ap- 
pear at the bar of divine juſtice; there to give an 
account of thy whole life; chere to be tried; in 
erder to be doomed to lite, or death eternal, accor- 
ding to thy works. And haft thou ever yet ſeri- 
ouſly thought of this great trial; which is to decide 
thy lot for eternity? How lands thy acceunt, if 
this night thou ſhouldſt be called to the bar? It 
may be thy caſe: for the Son of man will come like 
e thief in the night, when leaſt exp: &-d, Take care 
then to bg always ready. Ever remember that che 
eyc of him, who is then to be thy julge, is now 
always upon thee, and that all thy thoughts, words 
and actions, are daily ſet down in his great book, 


which will be produced at thy trial. 


2. Conſider all the circumſtances of this 1 
ment: what kind of judge thou art to appear before: 
by what law thou art to be tried: who will be thy 
accuſer; who the witneſſes: what ſentence will be 
pronounced when the trial is over. The judge is a 


Cod from whom nothing can be hid: a God whom 


none can reſiſt: a God from whoſe judgment 


none can appeal: a Go of inknite purity : in whoſe 
fight the very heavens are not clean: a God of infi- 
nite ſanctity, who hates iniquity with an infinite 


hatred: a God infinitely juſt, who has by an eter- 


nal decree fixed this uſt rule, that after giving us 
eur day in this world for obtaining mercy, he will 
take his day in the next life to judge every man accor- 


ding to his works. The law by which we ſhall be 
tried will be the commandments of God, and the 


goſpel of Jeſus Chrilt: Our accyſers wall be the de- 


vs, 
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vils, and the accomplices of our crimes: eſpecial] 
ſuch as we have drawn into ſin: the blood of whole 
ſouls will cry out for vengeance againſtus: The wit- 
neſſes will be our own guilty conſciences: And the 
ſentence will be an unchang:able, irrevocable, eter- 
nal doom either to heaven or hell O my ſoul, ſee 
thou never forget theſe truths. Let thy whole life 
be a preparation for this great trial, 1 
3. Conſider what an account will be then de- 
manded of thy ſtewardſhip. Thou wilt be exa- 
mined how thou he“ &ſcharged thyſelf of every 
branch of thy duty,. h in general, and in par- 
ticular, to God, to thy neighbour, and to thyſelf. 
How thou halt employed thy time? What uſe thou 
halt made of tlic talents God entruſted thee with? 
In what manner thou haſt correſponded with the 
graces thou haſt received ? What profit thou haſt 
reaped from the ſacraments, fron the wort of God 
from the favourable circunſtanc's in which God has 
placed thee? &c. There the whole hifory of thy 
life, all thy hidden ſins, al! thy *ns fcommiſſion or 
emiſhon, even to every idle word. ani cory thought 
and motion of thy heart ſha!) br xpola in their 
true light. Thy very good works Hall be nicely 
ſifted and weighed, in the unerr'ng balance of the 
ſanctuary: in which the works tha! au- woit ad- 
mired by deluded mortal: are often found to be 
of no weight at a!!! O my poor ſou], what ſhalt 
thou be able to aniwer un er ſo lirit an examina- 
tion? How ſhait thou endure the aral fight of 
fo many fans as ſhall then appear aginm thee? In 
what wretched plight ſhalt thai, fins betouie the juſt 
Judge? Which way {halt thou lows for relief or 
comfort? O! enter not into judgnient with thy ſer- 
vant, O Lord, for ne man living ſhall be jiflified in 
thy /ioht. 8 Cen- 
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N to judge thyſelf now, and condemn 


myſelf to a life ol Len eg ; that the judgment of 
God may ſpare thee hereafter, Make thy,vlt now 


2 proviſion of good works, which may ſiand by 
thee then, when all things elſe ſhall leave thee, 
Follow the advice of him that is to be thy Judge, 
Luke xxi. 36. Watch ye, praying at a/ times, that 


you may be accounted worthy to eſcape all thefe things 
Mat are io come, and ſtand before the Son of man. 
Pater. Abe. 


MEDITATION XVII. 
* On the great accounting day. 


ONSIDER. that after many dreadful hows 


and preſages, which ſhall cauſe men to pine 
away with fear and angwih ; a day {hall come on 
2 {ſudden that ſhall put an end to this world, and 
all theſe painted toys that the world ſo much ad mixes. 


A fire raging like a torrent thajl ſweep off, and con- 
ſume all it ſhall find upon the whole face of the earth, 
and reduce all to aſhes. Where then, worldlings, 


will be your ſtate and pomp ; your p»laces and gar- 
dens, your plate and jewels, your h-nours, riches, 
and pleaſures, and wiatloever elſe you ſeem to poſ- 
feſs in this dream of your mortal life? Was! all 
theſe things at lalt muſt end in imoke, and when 


= you awake you ſhall / nothing in your hands. H. 


ixxv. O that men would be wife, and would under- 


ſtand, and would look forward upon their laſt things. 


Deut. xxxii. O my ſoul, do thou at leaſt learn to 
be wiſe, and inſtead of ſetting thy heart upon theſe 
worldly bubbles, lay up thy treaſure in heaven ; 
there alone it will be out of the reach of this laſt 


fire, ip 
2. Conſider, how at the voice of the archangel 


with the laſt trumpet :* Ariſe, ye dead, and come to 


judgment; all the children of Adam, from the firlt 
| 8 6s 
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to a laſt, ſhalt by; the almighty power of God "wh 
raiſed. in an inſtant from death to life; and every 
ſoul ſhall be united again to its on body, never 
more to part for eternity. But O the immenſe diffe- 


rence between the bodies of the juſt, and of the wick 


ed, perfectly ſuitable to their reſpective merits! The 
one ſhall be more bright and glorious than the ſun; 
the other moſt hideous, loathſome, and abominable. 
Then all this vaſt aſſembly ſhall go forth to meet 


the great Judge, aud every eye Hall ſee him coming 


down. from heaven with great power and majeſly; 
armed with all the terrors of his juſtice; and envi- 
roned with all his heavenly legions. Before him 
{hall be carried the royal ſtan dard 'of his crois, ſhin-_ 
ing more bright than the fun, to the great comfort 
ol the good, and the intolerablz anguiſh and con u- 
tion of the wicked, for having made ſo little ad- 
vantage of the unipeakable benefit of their redemp- 
ton. Then, at the command of the Judge, the 
good ſhall be in n inſtant ſeparated from the bad, 
and placed at his right hand; and all the bad, Rs 

the devils who deceived them, ſhall be driven to 
the left. O! everlailing ſeparation, after Which 
theſe two companies {hall never me.t. And haſt 
thou, my ſoul, ever well conſidered the part thou 
art to act in this Iaft tcenc? What provition doſt 
thou make for this great appearance? With what 
eyes couldſt thou look upon the Judge? In which of 
thoſe two companies dot: thou expect | to be placed ? 
O hearken now to the ſummons of the great trum-? 
pct of the goipel calling thee from the death of fin 
to the lice of grace: ftKcure now to thyſelf a past in 
the . rſt reſi wrettion : : keep now thy body and 
loul pure from ſin; attend continuaily in ſpivit 
won him that is to be thy Judg-; embrace his 
rols 1 a penitentia! lile; N flom the midſt of 

E. 


this 


> 


438 by 
this Babylon of - the world, 2411 its wicked compa- 


ny and converſation: and thou ſhalt have nothing 


to fear at that day. | 
3. Con'ider how mean a Figure the grandees. 
the rich, the worldly wiſe, the valiant heroes, the 


celebrated beauties of this world, ſhall make in 


that confuſed multitude at the left hand of the Judge. 
What will their ſentiments be then of all thoſe 
worldly advantages? How will they with a thou- 
ſand and a thouſand times, they had been always 
little and contemptible in this life, poor, meek, 
and humble; when they ſhall ſee ſuch as theſe, 
whom heretofore they ſo much —_— now 
crowned with glory and dignity, firength and 
beauty , and advanced to a kingdom of never- end- 
ing bliſs! Bui how inſupportable will the confuſion 
| of the wicked be when the books of conſciences 
ſtiall be laid open; and all the guilt of their 
whole lives expoſed to the public view of that 
great aſſembly of the whole univerſe, viſible and 
evident to the eyes of all, both angels and men, 
good and bad? Ah! poar linner, where wilt thou 
then hide thy head? What ſhame, what anguiſh 
will oppreſs . when all thy crimes and abomi- 
nations, all thy works of darkneſs, which ono 

imaginedſt would never be known, and which 
haps thou couldit not find in thy heart to diſcloſe 
even to one perſon, tied by all laws to a perpetual 
\ feerecy, ſhall be diſplayed before thy face, with all 
their aggravating circumſtances, in this great con- 
ſiſtory of the whole univerſe? But how wilt tho 
endui': the angry countenance of the Judge? Hoy 
wilt thou bear the juſt reproaches he will . make 
thee? How wilt thou call upon the mountains tc 
fall upon thee, and to Hide thee from his wrath 
which will be as ing II to thee as hell itſelf 
Con 
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Conclude to take ſuch meaſures now in- ,, y 


day, * may eſtectually ſecure thee againſt all this 
ſcene of con uſion and irremediable woe in the day 


of the Lord. Pater. Abe. 


MEDITATION XVIII. 
n the laſt ſentence of the good and bad. 
1. FYONSIDER that theſe laſt great aflizes 
Q.. will be concluded by a definitive fentence: 
Sy which the juſt, after a glorious rehearſal of ail 
their good works, {hall be called up to a king om, 


where ſorrows never enter, and joys never end: but 


thewicked ſhall becon emned to the dungeon of ever- 


lafting fire. Give ear my ſoul, in ſpirit, to that ſweet 


and amiable invitation (which thou hopeſt ſhall be 
one day thine) by which thy dear Lord ſhall call his 
ſervants, his friends, and his children into the happy 
manſions of blifs: Come ye heſſed of my Father, take. 
poſſeſſion of the kingdom prepared for you from the be- 


ginning of the world. Matt. xxv. O come from thevatie 


of tears to the raviſhing»ys of my heavenly paradif: : 
come from a tedious baniſhment to your true coun- 
try, your bleſſed home, in the fair and lovely manſi- 


Lord; the kingdom prepared ſor you, where you 
ſhall find 2!1 that poſſibly can be deſired, all united 


happy invitation! O my ſoul, do thou aſpire al- 


3 faid to me. We ſhall go into the houſe of the lord, 
2. Confider, with fear and trembling, the drcad- 
7 ful ſentence that ſhall paſs upon the wicked. De- 
| part from me, ye curſed, inlo everlaſting fore, wich 
| was prepared for the devil and his angels, Matt. xx. 


c O weigh well every word of this frightful ſentence, - 


E 2 De parl. 


— 


ons of the eternal Sion. Come, enter into the joy of je 


together, an univerſal bleſſing for endleſs ages. O 


ways. aſter this happineſs. I have rejoiced, ſaid the 
royal prophet, PB. cxxi. at the things that have becn” 
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» Depart, ge, be gone for ever from me: far from the 
joys of my kingdom, and the ſociety of my chil- 
dren, into the place you have blindly preferred be- 
fore heaven; tht darkſome dungeons cf hell below, 
which were prepared for ſatan and his affociates, | 
whoſe part you have talen againſt me. O terrible 
excommunication, to be cut off for ever from the 
ſociety of Jeſus Chriſt and his ſaints! O cru] di- 
vorce; to be eterniHy ſeparated from God, and all 
that is good? O diſmal, ant everlaſting baniſhment 
from the city of God above into the low and hor- 
rid region of the ſecond death! Ah! wretches,, who 
make ſo little now of looſing your God, by mortal 
un, what will you then think when you ſhall be 
doomed to this eternal ſeparation from the ſource of 
all good! ? But whithcr are you to go from him? 
Alas! into everlaſcing fire, there to burn as long 
as God is God, in the N of the devil and 
iis angels. O dreadtul eternity! | 
3. Conſider that terrible and univerſal curſe, 
which this ſentence of contemnation involves. De- 
fart from me, ye eurſed, ſays the ſovereign Judge: 
as if he ſhould ſay, Vou ſhall go from me, but 
take my curſe along with you. I would have given 
you my bleſſing ; but you would not receive it: a 
cuſe you haye chölen and a cuſſe ſhall be your ever- 
laſting lot. It ſhall ſtick cloſe to you, like a garment, 
which you ſhall never put off; it ſhall enter into your 
very bowels} and ſearch the very marrow of your” 
hones. A curſe upon your eyes, never ts ſce the 
te glimpte. of comfortable hight: a ce upon 
| your ears, to hear no other malic for all eternity 
but frigfitful ſhrieks and groans: | a curſe on your 
taſte, to be for ever embittered with the gall of 
. dragons: a pe on your ſmell, «to be always tor- 
| intnted with the intolerable ſtench of the bottomleſs 3. 


| . ; a pit: 


(42 ) 


* 2 ebe 0 on your feeling, and on all the mem- I 
of your body, to be ever burning, and never 
conſume, in a fire that ſhall not be quenched : a 


curſe upon your underſtanding, never to be enlight= | 


ened with any ray of truth: a cz7/e upon your will, 
never to attain to any thing that it loves and dehros, 
but always to be bound down to what it hates and 
abhors: a curſe upon your memory, to be ever revoly- 
ing, in the bitternels of a truitleſs repentance, the 

folly and vanity of thoſe ſhoct-lived pleaſures and 
worldly toys, for which you have forfeited heaven: 
a eurſe upon your conſcience, to be ever gnawed by 
the worm that never digs: a cue upon your whole, 
ſoul, to be a hell to itſelf, ever to be torn in picces 
with moſt violent paſſions of fury, envy, hatred, and 
deſpair. Good God! let it never be my mis{ortune 
to incur this dreadful and irrevocable curſe, But lee 
how this ſentence is no ſooner pronounced, but the 
earth opens, and {wallows down at once all this 
wretched multitude, with the devils that ſeduced 
them, into the loweſt hell: and then the gate is {hut 
upon them; never, never to be opened, O the fatal 

conſequences of worldly pride! O. the diſmal end 
of carnal pleaſures ! | 
Conclude to turn now to God with thy whole 
heart! and henceforward to ſtick cloſe to him: 
ſo ſhalt thou ſecure to * a * at the laſt 
day. Ne. loe. i 

MEDITATION XIX. 
On Hell. 

IONS IDER that it will be of no ſinall 
| ſervice to keep thee from going down inte 
hell Ser death, if-thou wilt now, by a ſerious 
meditation, go down thither whilſt thou art alive, 

my take 4 full view of that wretched Place by the 


hel 
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help of thoſe lights, which the unerring word of 
God and the writings of the ſaints will furniſh thee 
with. Theſe will ſhew thee ſome part at leaſt of the 
many miſeries whith hell involves.” A dying life; 
or rather a living death: a darkſome priſon, aloathz 
ſome dungeon; a binding hand and foot in eternal 
* chains; a land of horror and miſcry; a lake of 
fire and brimſtone; a bottomleſs pit, devouring 
flames: a ſerpent ever gnawing 3 a worm that ne- 
ver dies; a body alwrys burning and never con- 
* ſumed ; a feeling always freſh for ſuffering ; « thirit 
© never extinguithed ; perpetual weeping; wailing 
and guaſhing of teeth; no other company but 
* the deril and damned wretches; all hating and 
,* curſing one another; all hating and curſing God; 
* ſpirits always in an ageny and fi:k to death, 
yet never mceting with that death, that they to 
much defire; caſt: forth from the face of God, 
into the land of oblivion; hated and abhorred 
by God and his ſaints; having none to comfort 
chem, none to pity them; wounded to the heart 
* with the ſenſe of loſt happineſs; and oppreſſed 
* with the feeling of preſent miſery. And all thefe 
+ tufferings everlaſting, without the leaſt hope of 
© end, intermiſſion, or remiſſion“ Such is hell ac- 
cording to thedcripture, and the uniform doctrine 
of the ſaints. Such is the bitter cup of which al! 
the wicked muſt drink, P. Ixxiv. MIL e 
2. Confider, that in hell every vice will meet with 
its peculiar torment. There the proud ſhall be de- 
baſed and confounded, and trodden under foot by 
inſulting devils. There the covetous and the lo- 
vers of this world ſhall groan under the extremity 
of want and miſery : there the laſcivious {ſhall ex- 
change their dark and filthy pleaſures: for flinking 
fafphur and black flames: there the former- objects 
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ol their luſts, and the partners of their crimes, » 


{hall torture them more than the very devils. There 
gluttons and drunkards {hall be p des with an in- 


{uppottable hunger and thirſt; and ſhall not be able 


to obtain ſo much as one drop of water to cool 
their tongue. There every ſenſe ſhall have its hell. 


The eyes {hall be condemned to perpetual darkneſs; 
to a gloomy region, where no un, no moon, no 
ſtars appear; to a diſmal night which knows no 


morning; to a black fire, which affords no light, 
except it be to diſcover to thoſe wretches ſuch ob- 
jects as may ſerve to torment their ſigſit. The ears 


hall chere be for ever entertained Wich the melan- 


choly muſic of hell, perpetual howlings, groans 


and ſhrieks, horrible curſes and plafphemies. And 


ſo of the other ſenſes. Good God! let my poor 


ſou] never experience any part of this miſery. 


Conſider, that as among all the badily ſenſes, 
the: feeling is that by which we uſually offend 
the moſt, ſo it is the ſenſe which will be the moſt 
ſeverely tormented in hell, by a dreadful fire kindled 
by the breath of an angry God ; a fire that ſhall 
Perce the damned, through and through, in all their 
members; that ſhall penetrate into all their inward 
parts, and even reach their very ſouls; a fire that 
{hall prey upon them for ever, without any inter- 
miſſion, and yet never e. thein, nor ſtand in 

need all the while of any other fewel but the eter- 
nal {tain of ſin. Ah! ſinners, which of you all can 


| abide this devouring fire? which of you can endure 
eternal burning? If you cannot bear to hold your 


hand in the flames for one quarter of a minute, 


why will: you be fo mad as to be continually ex- 
Poſing yourſelf by fin to the cvident danger of burn- 


Ing for all eternity, both bab. and aul, in e merci- 
leis flames of hell? 1 2 


Con. 
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Conclude, ſeeing thou canſt endure fo little here 
to take the moſt effectual means thou art able, now 


whilſt thou haſt time, to keep thyſelf from ever 


coming into this place of torments. The fire of 


hell can burn nothing but wilful fm. Get rid of 


this enormous evil, and hell ſhall have no held of 


1. FYONS!DER that the fire of hell, with 


*Su 


MEDITATION XX. 
On the interior pains of hell, 

4 all the reſt of the exterior torments which 

the damned muſt for cver endure in that woful 
place, are terrible indeed but no ways comparable 


to the interior pains of the foul. That pena damni, 


or eternal loſs of God, and of all that is good ; that 


_ Perpetual ſenſe of this loſs; and that extremity of 


anguiſh which ever attends it; that rueful remorſe, 
and perpetual gnawing of the worm of conſcience ; 
that everlaſting rage and deſpair; that complication 
of ſo many other racking tortures in the inward 
powers and faculties of the foul, are, in the judg- 
ment of the divines, tornients incemparably greater 


than any thing that can be ſuffered in the body. 


O! it is true that even here the inward pangs of 
the ſoul are oftentimes more inſupportable than any 
death whatſoever : how much more will they be ſo 


in hell? 


2. Conſider in particular how much the damned 
will reſent that moſt dreadiul of evils, viz. their 


| havidg oft their God. Alas! poor fnners here, 
While they lie groveling in the mire of the earth. 


diverted from the thought of God by a chouſand 
impertinences; and yet continually partaking, and 
that many ways, of his ſweetneſs and goodneſs, - 
in ſome or other of his creatures ; have little — 

. ne 


6 
: idea of what it is abſolutely to loſe God. But the 


damned, by their own woful axperience are con- 
vinced, now eit is too late, that none of all the reſt 
of the torments of hell can be compared witb this 
loſs, God is an infinite good in himſelf, and he is 
the inexhauſted ſource of all our goed, and of ; 
every thing that is any ways good in his crea- 
tures : he is our wniverſal good. In loſing him then 
the damned have loft their infinite good; they 
have loſt their firſt beginning, and their laſt end; 
by whom, and for whom they were created, their 
ſovercign good, their univerſal good, their im- 
menſe eternal good, the overflowing fountain of 
all good, their true and only felicity. They have 
loſt him totally : they have loſt him irrevocabiy : 
they have loft him eternally. They have loſt him 
in himſelf, they have loſt him in themſelves, they 
have loſt him in all his creatures. The lively ſenſe 
ef this irreparable loſs, and of all the conſequences 
of it, continually rack their deſpairing fouls : they | 
cannot turn away their thought one moment from N 
it: it gripes them | with inexpreſſible torments.. 
Which cver way they turn to ſeek any one drop 
ef eaſe or comfort in him, or from him, they 
meet with none: all things conſpire againſt them; 
all things tell them they have loſt their God. There 
is an immenſe gulf between them and him. The 
are nailed down, and kept from him, bound ſaſt in 
eternal chains: and all the efforts of their violent 
longings after tym, only ſerve to redouble their. 
mifery. Ah! fmners, fee what it is to loſe God 
eternally : and prevent this laſt and. worſt of all 
evils, by taking care not to loſe him now by 
3. Confider that never-dying worm of conſcience, - 
that perpetually gnaws the ſouls of the damned: 
[| that' 'moſt bitter, but fruitleſs repentance ; that 
8 _ eternal 
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eternal remerſe, which, like a poiſonens ferpent, 


makes its way into their very vitals, and conti- 
nually preys upon them. O how hateful, how 
zbominable does this monſter of mortal ſin now 
appear in their eyes: more ugly and filthy than 
the very dungeons of hell! How much do they 
now hate and deteſt their own fouls, which th 
ſee ſta ned and corrupted, eternally obſeſſed and 
poſſeſfed by thouſands of theſe helliſn monſters ! _ 
Here comes in the memory of all their paſt follies ; 
and of the ſhortneſs and vanity of all thoſe things, 
for the love of which they have forſeited heaven, 
and fold their ſouls to the devil: Here a diſmal and 
eternal regret for their former ſtupidity and mad- 
| mefs, whilſt they are perpetually comparing together 
time and eternity, paſt enjoyments aud preſent 
puniſhments ; virtue and vice, heaven and hell : 
and ever thinking what helps, what opportuni- 
ties they have had in their life, of making them- 
ſelves eternally happy at a very eaſy rate: and 
hew they have neglected them, and caſt them all 
behind their backs. "2 3 
Conclude to look well to the whole ſtate ef thy 
interior now; and to make that choice in time, 
which thou wilt be glad to have made in eternity. . 
Nuier. Aue. = | ; | 
MEDITATION XXI. 
bn a eralle eterni g,, 
"Ti ONSIDER, that what above all things 
3 makes hell intolerable, is the eternity of 
its torments. It is this eternity that is an infinite 
aggravation to all and every one of them: It is 
this bitter ingredient, which makes every drop of 
that cup of the divine vengeance, of which all the 
damned are forced to drink, ſo tg” x 


[ 
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Were there ſo much as the leaſt glimpſe ef hope, 
that the miſeries of the damned would one day have 
an end: though it were after millions of millions 
of ages; hell would be no longer hell, becauſe it 
would admit of ſome comfort. But for all theſe 
inexpreffible torments to continue for ever, as long 
as God fhall be God; without the leaſt hopes of 
ever ſeeing an end of them; Oh ! this it is that 
is the greateſt rack of the damned. O Eternity, 
Eternity! how little do worldlings apprehend thee 
_ mow ! How unwilling are they to believe thee (not- 
withſtanding the expreſs declaration of God's uner- 
ring word) Gr fear thou ſhouldſt put a reſtraint upon 
their vicious inclinations! Oh! how terrible wilt 
thou be to them hereafter, when they ſhall find 
themſelves ingulfed in thy bottomleſs abyſs! _ 
2. Confider, if one ſhort night. ſeem ſo long 
and tedious to a poor fick man in a burning fever; 
if he toſſes and turns, and no where finds reſt; if 
he counts every hour, and with ſo much impatience 
longs for the morning ; which yet will bring him 
but little relief or comfort ; what muſt this dread- 
ful night of eternity be, accompanied with all both 
che exterior and interior pains of hell? No man in 
his ſenſes would purchaſe a kingdom at the rate of 
lying for ten years confined to a ſoft bed, without 
once coming off Ah! what miſery then muſt it 
be to be chained down to a bed of fire, and ſuch a 
fire as that of bell is, with all the reſt of its tor- 
ments, not for ten years only, nor for ten thou- 
Tand times ten years ; but for as many hundred thou- 
ſand millions of ages, as there are drops of water in 
the ocean, or atoms in the air; in a word, for a 
never-ending eternity ? 5 
| 3. Conſider, in order to frame a better idea of this 
miſerable eternity, what an immenſe ſpace of time 
9 would 
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would be requi aired, for any one e of. the damned, if 


he were to {hed but one tear in a thouſand years, 
to ſhed tears, hough to fill the ſea, The world 
has not yet laſted fix thouſand years: fo that the 
firſt of all the damned would not Have ſhed fix 
tears. And yet, O dreadful eternity ! the time 
wall certainly come, when any one of thoſe wretches 
may be able with truth to ſay, that at the rate of 
one tear for à thouland years, he might have 
| ſhed tears enough, not only to make a fea, but to 
| drown the whole world, and to. fill up the vaſt ſpace, 
between heaven and earth. And alas! after theſe. 
millions of millions of ages, he ſhall be as far off 
from the end of his miſery, as he was the firſt day. 
he came into that place of woe. Compute after 
this, if thou pleaſeſt, as many hundred thouſand; 
millions. of years, as thy thoughts can reach to; 
ſuppoſe, if thou wilt, the whole ſurface of the. 
earth to be covered with uumeral figures; caft up if 
thou canſt this prodigions ſum of years; aud then. 
multiply it by itſelf, and and eur a ſecond; 


time the product by itſelf; and then at che foot of 
this immenſe ſum write gown, ere begins eler-+ 
nity. O terrible eternity! is it poſſible that they 
who believe thee, ſhould not fear thee ? Is it 
rail that they Who fear thee, ſhould dare to 
lin * 5 N 
| Conclude to fly and deteſt that, 1 fn, 
Which leads to this miſerable eternity. Waſh awzy : 
now. all the ſtains of thy ſoul in the blood of the 
Lamb, by the mcans of repentance and confeſſion. 8 
Penitential tears are capable ot removing thoſe 
ſtains at preſent, which eternal flames hereafter ſhall . 
never be able to burn Way. eee, lee 
Raug. Ave, „% „„ 
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MEDITATION XXII. 
8 On, Heaven. | | 
I, SYONSIDER, that if God's juſtice be ſo 
terrible with regard to his enemies, how 


much more will his mercy, his goodneſs, and . *' 


his bounty, declare itſelf in favour of his friends? 
What then muſt this bleſſed kingdom of heaven be 
which in his infinite goodneſs he has prepared for 
his beloved children? which he has contrived by 
his infinite wiſdom, and effected by his infinite 
power, for the manifeſtation of his glory, of his 
riches, and his magnificence; and for the enter- 
taining them with an eternal banquet, worthy of fo 
great a king: where they hall be for ever inebriated 
with the plenty of his houſe, and made to drink of the 
torrent of his pleaſures; jitting down at the head of 
the fountain of life, which is with him, and from him 
8 flows into their happy ſouls. This hap- 
pineſs is infinitely beyond all that any mortal eye 
hath ever ſeen, or ear Cota. or heart conceived : A 
general and univerſal good, comprizing at once, 
and for ever, all that is good, filling brim- ful 
the vaſt capacity of the affections and deſires of the 
ſoul; and eternally ſecuring from all fear or danger 


ef want or change. 


2. Conſider the glory and beauty of theſe lovely 
manſions of the heavenly Jeruſalem: which the 
Scripture, to accommodate itſelf to our weakneſs 
repreſents to us under the figures of ſuch things as 
we moſt admire here below, When it tells us that 
the walls of this city of God are of precious ſtones, 
and its ſtreets of pure and tranſparent gold: that 
theſe flreets are watered with the river of the water 
of life, reſplendent as chryſtal, flowing from the 
|| throne of God; and that on the banks of the river 
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O Lord of hoſts? O how does my 
ttuhe courts of the living God? . | 


T1 
on both ſides, grows the tree of life: that there 
ſhall be no night, nor any want of ſun er moon; 
but that God himſelf ſhall be its everlaſting light, 
&c. How glorious are theſe things that are ſaid 


ef thee, O city of God! But how much more 
glorious are thoſe things that are myſtically ſig- 


nified by theſe figures! But, O the bleſſed inha- 
bitants of this heavenly city! thoſe millions of 


millions of Angels, Cherubims and Seraphims, all 
on fire with divine love; that immenſe multitude of 


Saints and Martyrs, and other ſervants of God 


of both ſexes, gathered out of all nations, tribes, 
and tongues; and above them all the bleſſed Virgin 
Mother of God, Queen of Saints and Angels: 


their number is innumerable. But who can expreſs 


the happineſs of enjoying ſuch bleſſed company ? 


They are all moſt noble, moſt glorious, moſt wiſe, 
raolt holy: they are all of blood royal, all children 
and heirs of the moſt high God: All kings and 


queens; ever beautiful; ever young; crowned with 
wreaths of immortal glory, and ſhimng more bright- 


ly than the ſun. Their love for one another is 
beyond what can be conceived: they have all but 
one heart and one ſoul; and take ſuch an inex- 
preſſible delight in each other's happineſs, that the 


joy and fatisfaftion of every individual is multi- 


plied to as many fold, as there are bleſſed ſouls and 


Angels in heaven. O Chriſtians, let us aſpire 
after this heavenly Jeruſalem! Let us aſpire after 
this happy ſociety ! O how lovely are thy tabernacles, 

ſoul long after. 


3. Conſider, that although this bleſſed kingdom | 


ahounds with all that can be imagined good 656 


delightful ; yet there is but one ſovereign good, in 
che enjoyment ef which conſiſts the eſſential * 
EY tit de 


TY =. oa. az. " © mo * 


9 


uud of the foul; and that is God himſelf, whom 
| the bleſſed ever ſee face to face, and by the contem- 


plation of his infinite beauty, are quite raviſhed 
and ſet on fire with ſeraphic flames of eternal love; 
whica by a moſt pure and amiable union transforms 


them in a manner into God himſelf. He ſurrounls 


and penetrates chem on all ſides with inexpreſſible 


_ delight; he fills their whole ſouls with his divinity, 


the overflowing ſouree and ocean of all good: 
He gives himſelf to be their joy, their treaſure, 


their never ending bliſs. But O that happy 


eternity which compleats this felicity of the bleſſed! 


And that infallible ſecurity they enjoy that 
| their bliſs is ever linkt with God's eternity: and that 


as long as God ſhail be God, they ſhall be happy. 


with him in his heavenly kingdom. O my ſoul, 
how pleaſant, how delightful it is to look forward. 
into this immenſe eternity of joys, and there to loſe 


thylclf in this moſt delightiul proſpect of endleſs 
ages! 5 . 3 . 
Conclude to deſpiſe all that is earthly, and that 
25 with time: and from this hour to ſet out, and 
gin thy journey, towards this glorious, heavenly, 
and eternal kingdom. There thou ſhall find all 
that thy heart cam deſire: immortal honours, im- 


menſe riches, pure and eternal pleaſures There 


thou ſhalt meet with beauty never fading, perpe- 


| tual health, perpetual life, &c. O! this alone is thy 


nue home, the land of the living. Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION XXII. 


On the great commandment of divine love, 


1. CNONSIDER thoſe words of the wlivine * 


Aa Thor ſhalt Ive the Lord thy God, with thy whole 

heart, and with thy whole foul, and with thy whole 

mind, and with thy whole firength, Mark xii. 2 
1 | his 


9 


AE 1 © : 3 
Dis, ſays our Lord (Matt. xxii. 39.) is the greatef, 
and the firſt commandment, Tis the greateſt in its 
dignity, and its excellence: as tending direQly 
and immediately to bring us to God himſelf, 
and to unite us to him by a happy band of 
eternal charity: 'Tis the greateſt in the infinite 
advantages it brings to our ſouls: the honour 
of being friends and favourites of God; the trea- 
ſures of all other virtues, which ever accompany 
divine love; the ſatisfaction of taſting the ſweet- 
neſs of God and enjoying his company; the rid- 
ding us of all our fins, and the perfection of all 
chriſtianity. O my ſoul, embrace then this hea- 
venly law of love: and bring all thy powers and 


| faculties to bow down before it. Give up thy will | 


to be for ever a happy ſervant of divine love; let 
this holy fire ever burn in thy heart, and conſume 
all thy earthly and carnal affections: let thy 
unde yſtanding be ever directed by its bright light: 
let all thy thoughts, and imaginations be recol- 
lected by it; Jet it guide and influence all thy 
words and actions. O bleſſed kingdom of divine 


love, when wilt thou come to me and take full 
poſſeſſion of my whole ſoul? 4 | 
2. Confider, how Juſt, hew reaſonable, how 
neceſſary it is, that we ſhould love our God with 
our whole heart: our God who made this heart of 
ours-for himſelf, to be the throne of his love; and 
who will admit of no rival there, To give it away 
from him is wrongipg him of what he claims by a 
thouſand titles, tis the height of injuſtice. To 
divide the heart between him and the world, or any 
ereature whatſoever, is a moſt unreaſonable and per- 
verſe diviſion: he will admit of no partner in his 
_ throne. Tis juſt we ſhould love him with our whole 
ſeul by applying and employing all the powers of 
eur ſouls in his love: becauſe he made theſe fouls of 
: OUrs, 


8 


ours, * OF image and likeneſs, on purpeſe that 
they might be wholly dedicated to his love: and he 


made them im ſuch a manner that nothing elſe can 


content or {ati>fy them. Tis highly juſt we ſhould 


apply our whole mind to this love, and employ our 


whole ſtrength in his ſervice, becauſe he is our firſt, 
beginning, and our laft end; to whom we owe all 


we have, and all we are! he 3 is our perpetual lov- 


er, our Perpetual benefactor, infinitely good in 


himſelf, and infinitely good to us. O! who art. 


thou my God, and who am I, that thou ſhouldſt 


thus fet thy heart upon {o mean a thing? and that 


thou ſhouldſt thus inſiſt upon my loving thee ; and 
threaten me with the worſt of evils ;t I love thee 


not? would it not. be favour. enough to permit chy- 
felf to be loved by fo inconſiderable a creature? 


would it not be miſery enough, if I leved thee not, 
being not only permuted, but commanded to love 
thee ? 


3 Conſider, what this great commandment re 
quires of us. It requires a love of preference, by 


which we are to give the preference to God before 
all things elſe; we muſt los e him above all things. 
Whoſoever loves any thing more than him, is not 
worthy of him; and is guilty of high treaſon againſt 
him. Whoſoever puts his worldly honour. his ſen- 


ſual - pleaſures, the gratifying his paſſions, his own. 


will, his humour, his affection to any thing crea- 


ted, or even the whole creation in balance with him, 
is not worthy of him; and is guilty of high rea- 
ſon againſt him. Chriſtians, do. we love God 


with this love of preference ; when every punc- 
tilio, of what we call our honour, when 


every of conſideration of the world, when 


ng latiskaction takes place of him 


ey ery UL 8 


1 an, 


. 


9 
— — 4 


i 
wn 
7 i 
110 10 
4 . 
. 191 
1 
l 
5 ' 
2 
I 
+ 
uy 
11 | 
1 | 
11 
il 
4 
: 1 
0 1 
= 
4 þ 1 
9 
N iu 
N 1 
dry 4 ; 
iu 1 
TT: 
= | 
£1148 
» 
1 a 
4 141208 
; - : 
1 
18 
1 4 ” 
4 $14) 
ne | 
it 
1 
4 1 
N. . 
"1 
1 
+ 
iN 1 
1 
We 
1 
1 [i 
' 446 t 
1 <P 
4 1 
1 
WT tl 
N 
4 * by. 
; ne 
MA | 
1 1 " 
6 
1,4 
41 
" "ky 
i" 
a” i" 
1 
© 
{F411 16% 
1 
5 
1 " 
34 1 
is j 
Fd 
11 
5 
n 5 þ 
* * J 
4 0 
13 10 
* * " 
n 
in 
1 
"+. 
% 4 
"i j 
, un 
M4 
Wl! 


6 


3 684) 


in our hw? © who is like to Cod? or + can 
de compared with him? Let him theu be the Lord 
aud maſter of our affection:- Let us love our 
friends in him, and our enemies for his ſake; and 
hatever elſe we may lawfully love, let us love it 
with a due ſubordination to him; and for his ſakes, 
For he loves God too little, ſays. St. Auguſtine, 
Who loves any thing elſe with him, which he does 
not love for his ſake. 
| " Conclude my ſoul, to make it the bude of thy 
fe, te labour with all thy power to tulh} this great 
. _ commandment of divine love. And in order there 
to continually bes of God, that he would teach 
thee to love him. None bur he can ben this 
nn. love to hee. | 


- MEDITATION XXIV. 
On the motives we have to louc God. 


ONS I DER, | how all things invite us to 

A Tove God: and how all kinds of motives 
Jr in recommending this love to us, and 
in preſſing and obliging us to it. It is our great- 
. eft honour, our greateſt intereſs, our greateſt pleg- 
Jure, it is the ſource of all our happineſs, both 
here and hereafter. The love of God here is the 
way to heaven; the love of God hereafter is the 
eſſential beatitnde of heaven, O! let us aſpire 
then after this bleſſed love; which alone can ſa- 
tisfy our fouls : which alene can bring us to our 
ſovereign good; which alone can put us in poſ- 
ſeflion of all good, even of God himſelf. G od 
has loved us firſt: he} is our ancient lover he is 
| — 


CEPT 


our eternal lover ; ; his thought and heart 1s »' ys 
upon us: he is a Aiüntersſted lover: a moſt kath- 
ful and moſt conſtant lover, whole love never fora 
ſakes them that do not firſt forſake his love, O let 
us return him love for love. Cod is our Maker, 
and our Rede emer : he is the beſt of Fathers, the 
bell of Friends, the Spouſe of our, fouls + and ſhall 
not all theſe titles oblige us to love him? Is it poſ- 
ble we ſhould love any thing elſe comparably to him? 

2. Conſider how lovely, how amiable Gol is: 


in himſelf, and what infinite charms all center in 
him, to command our love. His goodneſs is infi- 


nite : he is the great and ſovereign good; the foun- 
tain, the overflowing ocean of all good. His mer- 
cy. is infinite : his bounty is infinite : his wiſdom 
is infinite : his beauty is infinite: it raviſhes al 
that are ſo happy as once to ſee his face, ſo that 
they can never after ceaſe to love him. His 
wath is infinitely charming: all perfections are inh- 
nite in him: no tongue can expreſs, no heart 
can conceive, the incomprehenfitble greatneſs and 
multitude of his attractions. O, my dul, let him 


then, as he is in himfelf, be the great object of 


thy love. Thou loveſt goodnels, beauty, and 
rfection whereſoever thou findeſt it in his crea- 
tures: but all this good that is in them, is all from 
him, and all quite diſappears when compared with 
his goodneſs, his beauty, and perfection: the 
whole creation dwindles inte a mere nothing, when 

you appears in his true light. 
65 nlider the benefits as well general, as 


e, that we have received, and daily do re- 


ceive from God's infinite goodnefs. He is the au- 
thor of all our good: our very being, our whole 
foul and body 1s his gift. He has preſerved us, he 


has nouriſhed, and cherilhol us, from the firſt mo- 
ment 
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in our hearts? O who is like to God? or who can 
de compared with him? Let him theu be the Lord 
aud maſter of our affection:- Let us love our 
friends in him, and our enemies for his ſake; and 
atever elſe we may lawfully love, let us love it 
with a due ſubordination to him; and for his ſakes, 
For he loves God too little, ſays St. Auguſtine, 
Who loves any thing elſe with him, which he does. 
not love for his lake. . 
Conelude my ſoul, to make it the bufineſs of thy 
life, to labour with all thy power to tulh] this great 
commandment of divine love. And in order there 
to continually beg of God, that he would teach 
thee to love him. None but he can impart this 
heavenly love to thee, . | = 


MEDITATION XXIV. 
| Or. the motives we have to love God. 


F. ONSID ER, how all things invite us to 
YA love God: and how all kinds of motives 
conſpire in recommending this love to us, and 
in preſſing and obliging us to it. It is our great- 
eſt honour, our greateſt intereſt, our greateſt plea» 
Jure, it is the ſource of all our happineſs, both 
here and hereafter. The love of God here is the 
way to heaven; the love of God hereafter is the 
eſſential beattude of heaven, O! let us aſpire 
then after this bleffed love; which alone can 1a- 
tisfy our fouls : which alene can bring us to our 
fovercign good; which alone can put us in poſ- 
ſeſſion of all good, even of God himſelf. G od 
has la ed us firſt: he is our ancient lover e he is 
1 our 


N ) 


our eternal ler; Bis thought and heart ie > ys 


upon us: he is a Künterefted lover: a moſt faith 


ful and moſt conſtant lover, whole love never for- 


ſakes them that do not firſt forſake his love. O let 


us return him love for love. God is our Maker, 
aud our Rede emer: he is the beſt of Fathers, the 
belt of Friends, the Spouſe of our. fouls * and ſhall 
not all theſe titles oblige us to love him? Is it poſ- 


U ble we ſhould love any thing elſe comparably to him? 


Conſider how lovely, how amiable Gol is. 


in Lieaſelf and what infinite charms all center in 
him, to command our love. His goodneſs is infi- 


nite : he is the great and ſovereign good; the foun- 
tain, the overflowing ocean of all good. His mer- 
cy 1s infinite : his bounty is infinite: his wiſdom 
is infinite : his beauty is infinite: it raviſhes all 
that are ſo happy as once to ſee his face, fo that 
they can never after ceaſe to love him. His 
truth is infinitely charming: all perfe dions are inh- 
nite in him: no tongue can expreſs, no heart 
can conceive, the incomprchenſſble greatneſs and 
multitude of his attractions. O, my ul, let him 


then, as he is in himfelf, be the great object of 


thy love. Thou loveſt goednels, beauty, and 
rfection whereſoever thou findeſt it in his crea- 


tures : but all this good that is in them, is all from 


him, and all quite diſappears when compared with: 


his goodneſs, his beauty, and perfection: the 


whole creation dwindles inte a mere e when | 


God appears in his true light. 


3. Conſider the benefits as well general, a8 


particular, that we have received, and daily do re- 
ceive from God's infinite goodneſs. He is the au- 
thor of all our good: our very being, our whole 


foul and body is his gift. He has preſerved us, he 


has nouriſhed, and cheriſhed us, from the firſt mo- 


ment 
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ment of our conception te this hour: He has 
watched, over us, with an incomparable love; he 
ha, defended us from a thouſand evils. He has 
given his Angels a charge over us. He has ſent 
his own Son from heaven for us, to deliver us from 
fin and hell; and to bring all mercy, grace, and 
- falvation tous. The whole life of the Son of God 
is employed in ſerving us: he ſuffered the very 
wortt of torments ; he ſhed all his precious blood 
| for the love of us. He has left with us all man- 
ner of helps to bring us to his heavenly kingdom 
his word, his church, his lacrißce, his ſacraments, 
his body and blood, his graces, his inſpirations, 
&e. He has even then heaped favours upon us, 
and kept us from death and hell, when we were 
his enemies by mortal fin; he has waited for us 
with an infinite patience, he has called us back 
with infinite tenderneſs, he has received us with 
open arms, when we have returned to him; and 
has mercifully overlooked all our follies, all our | 
diſloyalties. all our ingratitudes, and repeated trea- 

ſons again, him. Beſides many inſtances of his 
particular providence, which every one of us has 
met with in ſome part or other of our life. And 
{ball not all theſe, and innumerable other bens fits 


and favours, oblige us to love him? Does not the 


whole creation; does not heaven and earth, and 
All that is in them, call upon us to love that God, 
' who, made them all, and made them to lerve us; 
but made us to love hick | 9 

Conclude to bearken to. this — Ds voice by 
which thou art invited to love God: and to have 


always before thy eyes the innumerable motives thou 
haſt to love him. Pater. cor. | 


MEDI 


1 W 0m 
MEDITATION XXV. 
On the means of attaming te the love of God. . 
I. { *ONSIDER that as the defire of wit- 
dom is the true beginning of wiſdom ; ſe 
the firſt Rep to the love of God, which is true 


wiſdom indeed, is an earneſt deſire to love God. 


Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after this hea- 
venly Juſtice, for they /hall be filled, Mat. v. This 
deſire makes us pray fervently, ſeek inceſſantly; 
knock earneſtly at the gate of divine love. It 
makes us rife early in queſt of this heavenly wiſ⸗ 
dom: it makes us glad to part with all things 
elſe, that we may purchaſe this precious pearl; that 
we may acquire this incomparable treaſure. He 
that with this defire aſpires after divine love, al- 
ready begins to poſſeſs what he deſires: and the 


more he reliſhes the ſweetneſs of what he begins to 


poſſeſs, the more he aſpires after it. So that the 
great means of learning to love Gad, is by the 
repeated defires and acts of love, to taſte and ſee how 


* 


him. ; 


2. Conſider that divine love will not be found 
by us, ner come and dwell in our ſouls, if we take 


10 care to kecp our inward houſe clean and pure; 
Bleſſed are the clean of heart, for they Mall ſee God. 
Mag. v. If we entertain in our interior diſor- 


derly company; that is, if our heart be ſet upon 
worldly vanities, upon mammon, upon pleaſure, 


upon gratitying ourſelves and our irregular incli- 
nations; divine love will not endure fuch 


company: theſe are idols, which muſt net, which | 
cannot, ſtand in the temple of God: our hearts 
mult not be divided, if we aſpire after the kingdom 


of divine Joye; which will allow of no rival, no 


_ uſurper 


ſiveet God is, and hojy ſweet a thing it is te love 
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ufurper, no rebel in its dominions. The Spouſe 
of divine love mult be a garden encleſed, a fountain 
ſealed wp. ork 

3. Conſider, that the great means of attaining 
to the love of God is the exerciſe of mental 
prayer, which employs all the powers of the ſoul 
in waiting upon him. Here the memory repreſents 
all the motives we hive to love him: here the 
underflanding is taught to know him: here the 
affections of the will are inflamed at his preſence. 
This is the true ſchool of love. O my ſoul, let 
us daily frequent it, Join to this great exer- 
ciſe of love, a ſpirit of recollection; a fenſe and 
remembrance of God's preſence; a frequent 
calling back the ſoul to him frem all her Aiftrattions : 
and evagations: repeated aſpirations and «<Jacula- 
tions of love, walking with God, like the ancient 
Saints; and taking him along with us, wherever 
we are going, and whatever we are doing. O hew 
happy is that life that is thus dedicated to divine 


love !. 


Gonclude to embrace all the means that may 
bring thee to this happineſs. Begin now from this 

hour to ſet out in queſt of this fountain of life: 
let no oppoſition of earth or hell diſcourage thee. 
Never leave off thy ſearch, till thou come to drink 
of this heavenly water, which will become in thee a 


U fountain ſpringing up to life everlaſting. 1 


Fater. Aue. 


MEDITATION XXVI. 

On the practice and exerciſe of divine love, 
1. { "ONSIDER that the love of God is a 
4 fire which is always in motion, and al- 
ways tending upwards towards its heavenly ele- 
ment: It expires, and dies, if it lies idle. To 
keep it alive, it muſt then be nouriſhed by agate 


ads of love: not mere verbal acts, by telling Eod 


that we love him, . whilſt our heart perhaps is far 
from him; but by the real exerciſe of the love of 


| God, both in our hearts, and in our works. To 
fulfil this, we muſt not only aſpire after the enjoy- 


ment of God, as our ſovereign good, by a love of 


chaſte concupiſcence : But we muft give our whole 
ſelves, and all things elſe to him, as infinitely good 


in himſelf, by a love of ſincere and perfect beneuo- 
lence. Fer this is properly divine charity, Bene- 


rolence is a love by which we wiſh all manner of 


good to the perſon beloved: a love by which we 
earneſtly ſeek and procure whatever may be for his 
honour, intereſt or pleaſure: by which we 2 


in all his advantages; and are concerned at all his 


loffes, c. Now to apply all this to divine charity: 


Tis then we make acts of the love of benevolence 
towards God, when we defire, ſeek and procure, 
as much as lies in us, the greater honour and glory 
of his name; the propagatiou of his kingdom in 
our own hearts, and throughout the whole world; 
and that all men may know him, love him, and 
ſerve him; When we rejoice at every thing that is 
agreeable to his holy will; and are concerned at 
every thing that offends him. This is the proper 
exexciſe of the love of benevolence: this is divine 
charity. 5 FFF 

2. Conſider that our Lord has taught us the 


exerciſe of this div ne charity, in the three firſt pe- 
titions of the Lord's prayer. Here we pray for 


the greater glory of his name: Hallowed be thy 


name. Here we pray that he may reign in all 


hearts by his grace: Thy kingdom come. Here we 


ray that all men upon earth may love and execute 
his wall, even as the bleſſed do in heaven: Thy 


will be done on earth as it is in heaven. But docs 
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eur heart go along with our lips, when we recite 
theſe\petitions? Do we fincerely deſire, at that 
time, that all the world may know, love and ſerve 
the true and living God: that all his creatures in 
heaven and earth, may give perpetual glory to him ; j 
chat the reign of fin may be abolithed, and the 
kingdom of God may take poſſeſſion of all hearts: 
that none may reſiſt or rebel againſt his orders; 
but that all may embrace, and bow down, and 
| adore his will? If fo, there is no doubt but we 
love God. Such as theſe are perfect acts of the 
love of God. But where à ſoul has no ſuch diſ- 
Poſitions, ſhe makes no acts of the love of Got, 
thengh, ſhe repeats with her lips, ever ſo. often 
in'the day: O my God, I love thee. 

3. Confider, a one of the moſt perſec ways 
of exerciſing the love of God, is when we rejoice 
in him, and in his Wan 25 erfections; when 
we are delighted to think that he 18 what: he is, 
infinitely good, infinicely holy, infinitely ha PPY, 
inſinitely perfect: That he is the ſovereign Lord 
of all; and that nothing can be added to hun, 
hecauſe he is every way infinite. O! what a com- 
fort, what a plealure, what a joy it is to a true 
lover of God, to think that whatioever may come 
to himſelf, or to any thing in the world, his 
love at leaſt, whom he loves without cortparifhi, 
more than himielf and; all things elſe, will be al- 
ways infinitely glorious, infinitely rich, and in- 
| finitely happy! Of this kind is the love with which 
the blefſed in heaven love God: an eternal joy in 
| God, and in all the beauties and perfettions they 
contemplate in bim : this is their eternal * 
0 my foul that ut may be thine ! 5 

SN thou to love thy God, not in word 


| only, but in deed and i in truth. And in order 1 


2 


61 


this, ever promote as much as thou canft, his 
glory, his praiſe, the intereſts of his kingdom, 
and the fulhlling of all his will, as well in thy- 


ſelf, as in all others: ever 14oice in him: put 


thy heart continually in his hands: and give thy- 

ſelt and all things elſe to him a hundred times in the 

day. Theſe are the beſt acts of divine love. 
Paler. Aue. . 


MEDITATION XXVII. 

On charity to our neighbour. 
1.  YONSIDER that after this firſt and great- 
eſt commandment of loving God with our 
whole hearts,” c. The next of the divine precepts 
is: Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſeif. On 
* theſe two commandments, ſaith our Lord, (Matt. 
* (xxii.) dependeth the whole law and the pro- 
This love of our neighbours, by whom 


* phets. 


we muſt underſtand all our fellow mortals. 
without exception, is {o abſolutely neceſſary, that 


without it, though we ſpoke with the tongues of 


men and angels; and had the gift of prophecy, and 


all the knowledge of che deepelt myſteries; and faith 


enough to remove mountains, we ſhould fill be 
nothing: and though we ſhould give our whole 
ſubſtance to the poor, and our bodies to the flames, 

it would profit us nothing. 1. Cor. xiii. This mu- 
tual charity and love for one another, was the 


laſt and moſt preſſing injunction of our dying Lord; 


it was his favourite commandment ; and the badge, 


by which he would have all his followers known 


and diſtinguiſhed. (St. Jon. xii. 34. 35* Ch, 


XV. 12. 17.) In conſequence of this injunQtien, 


his firſt diſciples, the primitive Chriſtians, had all 
but one heart and one foul. Acts iv. 32. And his 


apoſtles Peter and Paul both of them infiſt, that 
{3 | _adove 
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above al things, and before all things, we fhonld 
cultivate this mutual love, as the very bond of per- 
Jecion, (Coleſ. iii, 14. 1 Pit. iv. & and the ful- 
hlling of the whole law. (Rom. xili. 9. Gal. v. 
14.) And St. John the beloved diſciple continu- 
ally inculcates that there 15 no knowing nor lov- 
ing God, without loving our neighbours ; and that 
if this love be wanting, we n ſtill abide in death. 
1 7cin iii. and iv. O my foul, let us embrace 
Aus amiable virtue, this favourite virtue of Chriſt 
and his ſaints: let us be ever willing to loſe any 
Sing ele rather than to loſe this bleſfed charity. 
3. Conſider that this great commandment of 
toying one another, admits of no exceptions, either 
of nations or opinions: it extends to all men, 
even our moft inveterate enemies and perſecutors : 
we cannot be in the ſtate of grace or ſalvation, if 
there ve any one perſon upon earth, whom we ex- 
clade from our love. Woe are bound by the old 
rommandment of the law to love every neighbour as 
| ourſelves: we are bound by the new command- 
ment of the Goſpel of Chriſt to love every netgh- 
bour even as Chriſt has loved us. John xii. 34. 
Can our love ſtand the teſt of theie, rules? Are 
our thoughts, words and actions in relation to our 
neighbours regulated by the love we commonly 
have for ourſelves? Do we treat them as we would 
deſire to be treated ourſelves? Are we diſpoſed, te 
part with our own humour, our ee ee ee 
our own inclinations, our pleaſure or ſatisfaction 
for the love of our neighbours, and rather thaff to 
ge them occaſion of grief or fin? If not, how can 
we pretend that we love them as Chrift loved us ; 
ho laid down his very life for the love of us? 

3. Conſider that the love, which we owe to 
our neighbours in conſequence of this great com- 
mandment of mutual charity, is not a carnal world- 
ly or natural allectien, inſluenccd by fleſh and 


blood, 
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blood, er any other conſideration but Ged. It is 
2 branch of that ſame divine charity, by Which we 
love God, for his own goodnels fake: it {prings 
from the fame root, it has the {-1{-fame motive: no 
ether love of our neighbours can be called charicy, 
but that which makes us love them in God, and for 
Goits ſake. Do we love our neighbouss alter this 
manner? Do we love the image of God in then? Do 
we conſider them as redeemed by the blood of Chriſt? 
Do we love them for God's fake, and becauſe it is his 
holy will and commandment? Do we love them in 
order to God and a happy eternity? This is charity 
indeed. But then we wuſt thew {forth this charity 
towards our neighbours, not by word and by longue, 
but in deed and in truth; by exerciſing in their fa- 
your all the works of mercy, both corporal and 
ſpiritual, with a pure intention: and more eſpecial- 
ly by procuring, by all means in our power, aud 
continually praying for their true and everlaſting 
welfare. 1 2 
Conclude to walk henceſorth in the bleſſed paths 
of charity. If thou pretend to go te heaven by any 
ether road, thou wilt certainly miſs thy way. 
Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION XXVUIL 
9 Ont the great pattern of charity. 5 
1. { YONSIDER, how Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 
bas given us himſelf tor a pattern of cha- 
rity, in the parable of the good Samaritan. {Like x.) 
himſelf came down in perſon from his throne | 
above to ſave poor man who had fallen among the 
internal robbers, and was ſtript by them of all 
grace, and grievouſly wounded in all his faculties, 
He was the good ſhepherd that came down to ſeek 
te loſt ſheep, Here we diſcover the infoite chari- 
8 ty 


"1" "3 


ty both of the Father and of the Son. By this hath the 
charity of God appeared towards us, ſays the beloved 
_ diſciple, becauſe God hath ſent his only begotten Son into 
Me world, that we may live by him. In this is charity: 
not as though we had loved God, but becauſe he hath 
firſt loved us, and ſent his Son to be a propitiation 
for our ſms. 1 John iv. 9, 10. The whole life of 
Chriſt was one continned exerciſe of divine charity 
in both its branches. From the firſt moment of his 
conception, in the womb of his bleſſed mother, till 
| his expiring upon the croſs, his foul was ever em- 
ployed in adoring, and glorifying, bleſſing, and 
loving his heavenly Father; and in offering himſelf 
to all his wills: the doing the will of him that ſent 
him was his very food. Jon iv. 34. And for 
the love of his Father, and becauſe it was his Fa- 
ther's will, he alſo ſpent his whole liſe in the love 
of us: ever thinking on us, prayins for. us; and la- 
houring for our eternal falvation, O! let all heaven 
and earth extol this his charity unto all eternity. 
2. Conſider the charity which the Son of God 
hath ſhewed to us poor ſinners in his paſſion and 
death. Contemplate, O my foul, what a bitter 
agony, what a mortal anguiſh, what a bloody 
ſweat, |.» ndured for the love of thee, yn the gar- 
den of Gethſemani ; how he there bewailed thy 
fins with tears of blood. See how he was fold, and 
betrayed by one of his own diſciples, denied by Pe- 
ter, and forſaken by all the reſt for the love of thee. 
How he was apprehended as a malefactor, bound, 
beaten and abulſcd ; falſely accuſed, unjuſtly con- 
demned ; muffled, {pit upon, and loaded with all 
manner of reproaches and injuries for the love of 
thee. How he was expoled to the inſolencies of an 
inſulting mob; cloathed in a fool's garment ; and 
 Tallered a Barahbas to be preferred before him on 
| | the 


the love of thee. How he was rent and torn 
wich whips and ſcourges; crowned with thorns; 
derided as a mock king; inſulted and buffeted by a 
whole regiment of ſoldiers for the love of ew, | 
How he was condemned to the moſt diſgraceful and 
mot cruel of deaths; how he was obliged to bear 

a rough and heavy crols upon his wounded r 
ders; bow he was drenched with gall and vinegar 
how he was violently ſtript of his cloaths (which 
now ſtuck faſt to his wounds) how he was ex 
tended on the croſs as on a rack; how he was 
nailed to it with groſs nails, driven through his 
hands and feet, and hoiſted up into the air for the 
love of thee. How he was pleaſed to hang there be- 
tween two thieves for the ſpace of three hours, in 
moſt bitter anguiſh and tOrMents, bleeding and dying 
for the love of thee. Ah! how much have thy fins 
coſt this innocent lamb of God! Ah how dear] 
has he loved thee! In the midſt of all his tortures 
he had thee in his heart, and even then was plead- 
ing thy cauſe with his eternal Father, and purchaſing 
mercy, grace and ſalvation for thee, when thy fins 
were crucitying him. 

. Contider that the Son of God has not only 
loved us, during the whole courſe of his mortal life; 
and loved us even unto death, by laying down his 
kfe for the love of us: but he has carried his love 
for us beyond the bounds of death, in an admira- 
ble legacy of love, which he bequeathed us the 
night before his paſſion, by means of which he re- 
mains always with us, in the divine myſteries. 
Here he feeds our ſouls wich his precious body and 
blood. Here he unites us to himſelf, in ſuch a man- 
ner that he abideth in us and we in him: and that 
we live by him. John vi. Here he is a ſource of all 
grace to our ſeuls: the tree & life, the fountain of 


G 3 life 
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life and love, the manna of heaven, for the ſupport 
of our pilgrimage till we come to the true land of 
promiſe ; where he will give himſelf to us for 
all eternity. O infinite love! O with what rea- 
ſon does the church ſing in one of her ſacred hymns, 
Se naſcens dedit ſocium, &c. In his birth he gave us 
himſelf to be our companion; at his laſt ſupper to 
be our food; in his death to be our ranſom; and 
in his heavenly kingdom to be our reward and ever- 

laſting happineſs. 5 . 
Conclude to follow always this great pattern of 
love : and to give thyſelf wholly to him, who to 
many Ways gives himſelf to thee. Pater. Ave. 


5 MEDITATION XXIX. 5 
n fighting under the ftandard of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1. G ONSID ER that there are upon earth, 
and have been all along, two oppoſite king- 
doms; two oppoſite intereſts; two oppoſite cities, 
Jeruſalem and Babylon, the city of God, and the 
city of the devil, two oppoſite ſtandards, that of 
Jeſus Chrift, and that of fatan. From the time 
that man unhappily fell from God by ſin, ſatan 
let up his tyrannical uſurpation: which he has, by 
all kind of ſubtleties and lies, endeavoured to main- 
tain ever fince : by alluring poor deluded mortals 
with the glittering ſhow of worldly pomps, riches, 
and pleaſures to become his ſlaves, and to fight under 
his ſtandard, And ab, how unhappily has he pre- 
vailed over millions! what multitudes join with 
him againſt their God! How is this wretched Ba- 
bylon ſpread over the whole earth ! 
2. Confider that Jeſus Chriſt came into this world 
w ſet up his ſtandard in oppoſition to the ſtand- 
ard of ſatan. and to invite all men to follow him 
promiſing to reſcue his followers from all their 


evils, and 10 aupart to them all his good. "_ 
t 


49 
chat ſeriouſly correſpond with his calls, and join 
his royal ſtandard, make up the city of God, the 
bleſſed Jeruſalem, the church of the faints. But 
ſee now the immenſe difference between theſe two 
oppoſite cities, and inhabitants: how happy the 

one, and how miſerable the other. The children 

ol Babylon are miſerable indeed; they are flaves to 
| paſſions that can never be ſatisfied, to a world that 
can never be contented, to infernal tyrants that are 

continually dragging them along with them towards 

hell: they are ſlaves to empty vanities, to childiſh toys, 
and lying follies; labouring under a variety of fears, 
cares, ſorrows, uneafineſs, and innumere ble other 
evils; without enjoying ſo much as any one ſolid 
or laſting ſatisfaction. But, O how happy are 
the children of Jeruſalem even here! What joy, 
what peace and content, what comfort and pure 
pleaſure in the ſoul, are commonly their portion 


even in this life; and heaven in the next? And 


{halt thou my ſoul, ſtand one moment to deliberate 
- which of the two thou wilt chooſe: the ſtandard of 
Chriſt, or that of ſatan; Jeruſalem or Babylon; 
geod or evil; verity or vanity; truth or deceit; 
happineſs or miſery: heaven or hell? _ 

3, Confider that the great deſign of all the foregoing 
meditations is to fix thee in the happy choice of fol- 
lowing the ſtandard of Jefus Chriſt. They all con- 
ſpire to bring thee to this. Thy krit beginning, and 
thy laſt end. thy creation and thy redemption 
through Chriſt; thy being dedicated to him in bap- 
tim; the happineſs that is found in virtue, and 
the miſery in vice: all the benefits of God; and 
his goodneſs in bearing with thee in thy fins: all 


the conſiderations on the four laſt things, and on | 


the love of God; all theſe call upon thee, all preſs 
thee to flee away from the ſlavery and captivity of 
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Babvlon, and to haſten to Jerulalem; io leave ſatan, 
and to come to Chriſt. Turn then, O my ſoul, 
turn away from this Babel of confuſion, noiſe and 
diſorder: break her chains from off thy neck, O 
- captive daugliter of Sion. Renounce for good and 
all, the king of pride, the tyrant that has uſurped 
to himſelf the dominion over this world, and its 
deluded admirers: renounce his works and pomps, 
together with his alſociates, Mammon, Aſmodeus, 
and the other princes of darkneſs, and all their ſlaves. 
And turn thytelf to the bleſſed Jeruſalem, the city 
of pace; and embrace the king of peace, and his 
glorious ſtandard, with all thy heart: chooſe him 
for thy king for ever, pay him irrevocable ho- 
mage: and promiſe him inviolable fidelity and 
obedience, RN, FE OY 
Conclude, ſince thou haſt , now choſen Jeſus 
Chriſt to be thy king, to fight manfully, unte 
death, under his royal ſtandard of the crols againſt 
his and thy enemies, the world, the fleſh and the 
devil. In order to this, learn well thy exerciſe. 
of prayer: and the rules of the goſpel, the mili- 
tary diſcipline which he has fixed for his ſoldiers. 
Pater. Ave. | : . 
MEDITATION AX r 
On the rules preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt to his 
333 = oO 
1. COONSIDER the laws of the military diſ- 
cipline preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt, to all 
that deſire to be his ſoldiers, Matt. xvi. 24. If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 


take up his crofs, and follow me, The obſervance 


of theſe three articles make a complete ſoldier of 
Chriſt. We muſt renounc: ourſelves: we muſt 
bear our crofſes : and we mult walk in the footſteps 


( 69 ) 


of 1 Chriſt. The corruption of man by ſin; the 
wounds that ſin has left in all the faculties of 
the ſoul; the violence of our diſorderly paſſions, 
and the bent of our natural inclinations to evil, 
iafer a neceſſity of renouncing ourſelves, of foht- 
ing againſt ourſelyes, of hating our natural incli- 
nations, if we hope to be happy, either heie or 
| hereafter. We have not a more dangerous enemy 
than ourſelves: the devil himſelf cannot hurt us 
half ſo much as we hurt ourſelves, when we follow 
eur own will, and indulge our own inclinations. 
This then is the firſt article of the diſcipline of 
Jeſus Chriſt, in oppoſition to our unhappy ſelf- love, 
the root of all our evils, and its three principal 
branches, the luſt of the fleſh, the lull of the eyes, 
and the pride of life. The Son of God came down 
from heaven to engage us in this holy warfare. 
The humility, the poverty, the voluntary ſuffer- | 
ings of his birth, of his life, and of his death, 
were all levelled againlt theſe enemies. 
2. Confider that the ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
lan! to his colours; he muſt not run from the 
croſs. He muſt bear and forbear; he muſt endure 
many conflicts; he muſt patiently ſubmit to, and 
courageouſly go through the trials and hardſhip s of 
this ſhort campaign of his mortal life. He 3 
not pretend to fare better than his captain and his 
king. All ſuflferings and hardſhi ips appear as no- 
thing to a brave ſoldier when he is following his 
prince, and is happy in his company. The chriſ- 
tian ſoldier then muſt be wiling to carry his croſs 
after Jeſus Chriſt; who opened heaven to us, by 
the croſs, and band his ſoldiers thither by the 
way ol the croſs. Embrace then, O my ſoul, 
this happy inſtrument of thy ſalvation; in which 
if thou beareſt it in a proper manuec, . wilt find | 
An 
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an inexhauflible ſource of grace and cemfert. 
Embrace the holy will of God, which lays the 
eroſs upon thee, to bring th-e to himſe!f, He 
knows what is beſt for thee; becauſe he is infinitely 
wiſe: and he ſends thee what he knows is for the 
beſt : becauſe he is infinitely good, and good to 
thee, Thou canit not be in a ſafer or better way 
than in the way of the croſs; by which Jeſus 
Chriſt, and all his ſaints have gone to heaven. E- 
ven in this life, the true ſoldiers of Chriſt find 
greater ſweetnels in the croſs, than in all the pleaq- 
ſures of this wor'd. | „ 5 
3. Conſider that' the ſoldiers of Chriſt are alled 
as his firſt diſciples were, to follow him; that is, to 
walk in his footſteps, by an imitation of his life. 
Me came down from heaven to be our teacher and 


belong to him, to copy after his bleſſed original, 
and to ſhew forth in themſelves the life of Jeſus 
Chriſt. To learn of him to be meet and humble of 
heart. To leain of him poverty of ſpirit, a con- 
tempt of the honours, riches and pleaſures of this + 
world, and a diſengagement of the heart from all 
earthly things. To learn of him a horror for fin 
and an obedience even unto death. In fine, to 
learn of him a perpetual conformity to the will of 
God, and an unbounded charity to every neighbour. 
Such was the life of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch muſt 
the life of all his ſoldiers be. 

Sonclude to embrace this diſcipline of Jeſus 
Ehriſt, in all its parts, which he came down from 


eur model: tis the great duty of all that- defire to 


heaven to teach: and henceforward to renounce all 


umgodlineſs and worldly defircs, (Tit. ii. 12, Kc.) 
end to live ſoberly, and juſily and godly, in this 


world : looking for the Bleſſed hope and glorious com- 


ing of the great God and Saviour of ours, Jeſus Chriſt 5 
wha gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 


i 


” 


\ 
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all iniquity, and might cleanſe us i himſelf 4 


people acceptable, a purſuer of good works. 
| Pater. le. 
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a penitent ſinner far the remiſſion of his ſins. 


CO Almighty and everlaſting God, who haſt crea- 
| ted me after thy own image and likeneſs, and 


redeemed me by the precious blood of thy only 
Son: who haft thought on me, and loved me from 
all eternity: and out of pure love prepared a hea- 
ven for me; with all the neceſſary means to bri 

me thither : who haſt borne with me, for ſo long a 
time, in my repeated offences and treaſons againſt 
thee; haſt ſtill continued, with infinite goodneſs and 
mercy, to call, to invite, to preſs me to return te 


thee; notwithſtanding all my monſtrous ingrati- 
tude to thee, and my contempt of all thy graces; 
Behold I now deſire, with my whole heart, to 


quit theſe huſks of ſwine which have kept me ſo 
long at a diſtance from thy houſe, my true home; 
and to come back to thee: to obey the ſununons 
which thou haſt now been pleaſed to fend me: and 
to confeſs and deteſt all my fins, in thy preſence ; 
in hopes of finding mercy at this time of mercy. 

1 deſire now to come before thee though infinite- 


ly unworthy, in the {pirit of humility, and witk j 


 contrite heart; and to make at thy feet a general 
confeſſion of all my fins. I acknowledge that from 


my firſt coming te the uſe of reaſon, to this every 


hour 


— 
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hour, my whole life has been nothing but fin afid 
miſery. Alas! I loſt thee, I turned my back upon 
thee. I ſhamefully preferred worthleſs toys be- 
fore thee, even from the very time I was firſt capa- 
ble of knowing and loving thee! I have very ſel- 
dom thought of thee : I haye daily and hourly ma- 
ny ways broken thy commandments. Good God! 
what muſt then become of this poor wretch in the 
day of thy judgment: this wretch whoſe known 
and unknown fins are without number; and who 
has done ſo very little good, to put in the ſcales to 

counter-balance ſo much evil ? E 

Miuſt J then deſpair of thy mercy? Muſt I give 
up the cauſe, and abandon myſelf to ſatan, ſin and 
bell? No, my Ged; may thy infinite goodneſfs 
forbid, I ſhould fall into that bottomleſs pit, 
where none ſhall ever confeſs to thee. My iniqui- 
ties are great, it is true: but thy gaedneſs, thy 
mercy, thy power is ſtill greater: Thou haſt de- 
elared; it is not thy will the ſinner ſhould periſh, 
but that he ſhould be converted and live: Thou 
haſt declared, there is more joy in thy heavenly 
court, over one penitent ſinner, than over ninety 
nine juſt: thy Son has ſhed his blood for me, to 
purchaſe for me a full forgiveneſs of all my ſins. 
Here is my hope: this mercy I lay hold on; and 
nothing ſhall make me quit my hold. I know 
the worſt of ſinners have been cleanſed from all 
their filth, in this ſovereign bath. Should my 
caſe be even worſe than the worſt of theirs; the 
«mercy and grace of my God, and the virtue of the 
precious blood of my Redeemer is abundantly 
ufficient, and will appear the more illuſtrious in 
my cure. | 5 | FEY 
i O infintte goodneſs, who haſt endured me for 
s many years, ſince I firſt fell from thee by fin : 
| N who 
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who haft kept me all this while from falling inte 
hell; and haſt continually cheriſhed me with in- 


numerable favours, and graces, behold me now 


proſtrate at thy feet, accuſing myſelf of my crimes, 


and imploring thy mercy. I ani that prodigal child, 


that 'have gone away into a far country from thee, 
and have ſquandered away all the ſubſtance thou gaf 
veſt me; 1 have made myſelf a ſlave to the devil, 


who has ſet me to feed his ſwine, even my ].] a 


brutiſh | ys and ſenſual inclinations ; I have 


ſought, but ſought, alas! in vain, to fatisfy my 


_ craving appetite with their huſks: but now be- 
ing made ſenſible of my miſery: and being wea- 
ried with my own evil ways, I come back to thee. E 


acknowledge myſelf unworthy to be received in the 
uality of thy child, all I crave is thy mercy in 


e forgiveneſs of my manifold treaſons ; I dare 
not lift up my eyes to thee, I dare not aſk 
For the meaneſt place in thy family. I find 


myſelf quite loaded, . and oppreſled, with the ez | 


normous weight of my fins. If I confider my en 


deſerts, I can look for nothing but hell: which 1 
have deſerved a thouſand and a thouſand times. 1 
now hate and deteſt my evil ways, I abhor myſelf 
for having been ſo wicked and ungrateful to thee, 


cover and over again, by my fins. But, O thow 
fountain of mercy, have pity and compaſſion on 
this miſerable wretch. Look not upon my fins, * 


but upon the bowels of thy tender mercy, and the 
merits of my Redeemer. Look upon the face of 
thy Chriſt; and 5 all he has done and ſuffered 
for poor ſmners. 


garden of Gethſemani; through that blood he 


ied ſor me, when he was rent and torn with ſcour- 
| $63, and erowned with thorns. through that blood 


he 


\ 


mercy, mercy, mercy, ls : 
that blood which he ſhed for me in his agony in the 
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he ſhed for me upon the croſs. Grant this mercy, 
which he then aſked for me, when he was bleeding 
and dying for me; and which he now implores 
fitting at thy right hand, where he is ſtill the ad- 
vocate of ſinners. Hear alſo the prayers of thy ho- 
ly church, ſpread throughout the whole earth, 
which he now offers in 'his name, and through his 
merits, imploring thy m&tcy at this time, for all her 
children, of which I am the moſt unworthy. Hear 


the prayers of the bleſſed Virgin, and of the whole 


church of heaven, whom I humbly beſeech to be 
Joint petitioners with the church upon earth, to 
obtain mercy for me and all poor ſinners: through 


the ſame Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 5 5 
And turning myſelf to thee, my deareſt Jeſus, 


my redeemer, and my advocate, the great high 


Prieſt of God and man, the paſtor and biſhop of 
our ſouls, I beg of thee, to. whom all power 1s 
given in heaven and earth, pardon, abſolution, 
and full temiffion of all my fins. I am heartly 
ſorry for all my offences. I deſire to lay. them all 
don at thy feet, to be cancelled by thy precious 
blood, I wiſh with all my ſoul I had never offend- 
ed thy infinite goodneſs: I wiſh I could waſh thy 


feet, like Magdalen, with penitential tears. O 


that I could worthily bewail my fins even with 


tears of blood. I reſolve by thy grace rather to dic, 


than to commit the like any more. I reſolve to 
make the beſt ſatisfaction I am able, by bringing 
forth worthy fruits of penance. O diſcharge me 
this once from the diſmal load of the guilt of my 
crimes | O releaſe all the bands that may keep my 
ſoul from thee, and thy heavenly kingdom: and 
then, as to this life, do with me what thou pleaſeſt. 
| TI willingly accept from thy hands whatever croſſes 
or ſufferings thou ſhalt {end : I will dedicate the re- 
8 N . mainder 
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mainder of my days to thee, daily to bewail my fins, 
and daily to preſcut my heart to thee. I will make 
what amends I can for all my paſt offences, by a 
life of penance, and a life of love. I renounce 
from this moment, and for ever, the world, the 


fleſh, and the devil, and all their ſuggeſtions; va- 


nities and concupiſcences: and I fully determine o 
be for ever thine, O cleanſe my foul from all my 
paſt abominations: and let nothing hencefor+ 
ward, either in life or death, &ver more "Teperate me 
from thee; who with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, Bren and reigneſt, one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 


"4 PR A Y K R. 
For the whole Nate of Chifts c:1ch uon earth, pro- 
er to be faid at the times of Josi ES or 
. other indulgences. 1 


Eternal Father of our Lond 4 ſus Cbril. 
Creator of all things,, vilible and inviſible,” 
Source of allyour good; infinitely good in thyſelf, 


and infinitely gracious, bountiful and good to us: 


Behold we thy poor fervants, the work of thy 
hands, redeemed y the blood of thy only Son, 

come, in an{wer ts his ſummons by his Vicegerent, 

to preſent ourſelves, as humble petitioners, before 
the throne of thy mercy: we come all in a body, 
at this time, even all thy people upon earth : and 
we come in communion with all thy church in hea- 
ven, hoping to be aſſiſted by their Prayers aud me- 
Tits ; and with Jeſus Chriſt at our head, our High 
Prieſt and Mediator, in whole precious blood we 

put all our truſt, We proſtrate ourſelves here be-. 


fore thee, and we moſt humbly beſeech thee to ſanc- a 


5 il own molt holy name, by dying and ex- 
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alting thy holy catholick church throughout the 
whole world. O cternal King, who haſt ſent thy 
enly Son down from thy throne above, into this 
earth of ours, to eftabliſh a kingdom, here a- 
mongſt us, from whence we might hereafter be 
tranſlated to thy eternal kingdom: look down we 
Heſeech thee, upon this kingdom of thy Son, and 
ropagate it through all nations, and through all 
earts. Sanctify it in all truth; maintain it in 
peace, unity, and holineſs. Give to it Saints for 
ats rulers, its chief paſtor, and all its other prelates. 
enlighten them all with heavenly wiſdom, and make 
them all men according to thy own heart. Give 
thy grace aud bleſſing to all the Clergy ; and ſend 
_ amongſt them that heayenly fire, which thy Son 
came to caſt on the earth, and which he fo ane 
deſired ſhould be enkindled. Aſſiſt and protect all 
apoſtolical miſſionaries, that they may zealoufly 
and effectually promote thy glory, and the ſalvation 
pl ſouls redeemed by the blood of thy Son. Sanc⸗ 
tily all religious men and women of all orders: 
give them the grace to ſerve thee with alt perfection, 
according to the ſpirit of their inſtitute, and to fhine 
| like lights to the reſt of the faithful. Have mercy 
«on all chriſtian princes; grant them thoſe lights 
and graces that are, Ney for the perfect dif- 
charge of their duty to thee and to their ſubjedts: 
that they may be true ſervants to thee the King of 
Kiugs, true fathers to their people; and nurhng 
fathers to thy church. Have mercy on all ma- 
giſtrates and men in power; that they may all tear 
theg, love thee, and ſerve thee; and ever remember 
that they are thy deputies, and miniſters of thy 
Juſtice. Have mercy on all thy people throughont 
the world; and give thy bleffing to thy inheritance: 
remember thy congregation, which thou 8 
| 8 
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ſelled from the beginning f nad give chat grace to 
all thy children here upon earth, that they may do 
thy holy will in. Wall things, cven a the amen do 
in heaven. » 


Extend thy mercy alſo to all poor infidels: that* 
ſit in darkneſs and in the ſhadory of death: to all“ 
thole nations that know not thee, ani that have 
not yet received the faith and law of thy Son their” 


Saviour: to all Pagans, Mahometans, and Jews. 
Remember, O Lord, that all thele poor fouls are 
made after thy own infge and likeneſs, and re- 
deemed by the blood ot thy Son: O let not ſatan 
any longer exerciſe his tyranny over thele thy 
creatures, to the great diſhonour of thy name. Let 
not the precious blood of thy Son be ſhed for them 
in vain. Send among them zcalous preachers and 


| apoſtolick lab6urers, endued with the like graces 


and gifts as thy apoſtles were, and bleſs them with 
the like ſuccels, for the glory of thy name: that 
all theſe poor ſouls may be brought to know thee, 


love thee, und ſerve thee here in thy church and. 


pleſs thee hereafter for all eternity. 8 
Look down allo with an eye. of pity and com- 


Paſſian on all thoſe deluded ſouls, who under the 


name of chriſtians, have gone away from the paths. 
of truth and unity, and from the one to!d of the 
one ſhepherd, thy only Son Jeſus Chrilt, into the 
by-paths of error and ſchiſm. O bring them back 
to thee and io thy church. Ditpel their darkneſs 
by thy heavenly light, take off the veil from before 
their eyes, with Wiel the common enemy has 


blindtolded them: let them ſee how they have been 


miſled by miſappr chenlions and. miſrepreſentations. 
Remove tlie prejudices of their education: take 
away from them the {pint of obſtinacy, pride, and 
ell concdit. * them an U and docible 


1 
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- the fleſh, and the devil. For wh 


teach them vo fight ſor a heuvenly kingdom. 
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heart. Give them a firong deſire of finding out 


thy truth, and a ſtrong grace to enable them to em- ; 
brage it, in ſpite of all the oppoſition of the world, 
ſhould theſe 

poor ſouls periſh, for which Chriſt died? Why 
ſhould ſatan any longer poſſeſs theſe ſouls, which 


by their þaptiſm were dedicated to thee, to be thy 


eternal temple? _ 


O Father of lights, and God of all truth, purge 


the whole world from all errors, abuſes, cor- 
ruptions and vices, Beat down the ſtandard of ſa- 
tan; and ſet up every where the ſtandard of Chriſt. 
| Aboliſh the reign of fin, and eſtabliſh the kingdom 


of grace in all hearts. Let humility triumph over 


Pride and ambition: Charity over hatred, envy, and 


malice: Purity and temperance Over luſt and ex- 
ceſs: Meekneſs over paſſion: And difintereſted- 


neſs and poverty of ſpirit over eevetouſneſs and 
love of this periſhable world. Let the Goſpel of 


Jeſus Chriſt, boch in its belief and praclice, prevail 


throughout all the univerſe. —_ 
Grant to us thy peace, O Iord, in the days of our 


mortality, even that peace which thy Son bequeath- 
ed as a legacy to his diſciples : a perpetual peace 
with thee : a perpetual peace with one another 


and a perpetual peace within ourſelves, Grant 
tat all Chriſtian princes and ſtates may love, che- 


riſh, and foaintain an inviolable peace among therh- 


Telves, Give them a right ſenſe of the dreadful 


evils that attend on wars. Gave them an everlaſting 


horror of all that: bloodſhed, of the devaſtations | 
and ruin of ſo many territories ; of the innumerable 


facrileges ; and the eternal loſs of ſo many thou- 


And ſouls, as are the diſmal confequences of war. 


Turn their hearts to another kind of warfare ; 


Re⸗ 
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| Remove, O Lord. thy wrath, which we have 
reaſon to apprehend actually h over _ 
heads for our fins. Deliver all js 6” Fea 0 
from the dreadful evil of mortal ſin: make all 
ners ſenſible of their miſery ; give them the grace 
of a ſincere converſion to thee, and a truly peni- 
tential ſpirit ; and diſcharge them from all their 
bonds. Preſerve all chriſtendom; and in particular | 
this nation, from all the evils that threaten im- 
penitent finners, ſuch as plagues, famines, earth- 
kes, fixes, inundations, mortality of cattle, ſud- 
den and unprovided death, -and thy many other 
Judgments here, and eternal damnation hereafter, 
Comfort alf that are under any affliction, ſickneſs; 
ot violence of pain : ſupport all that are under temp- 
tation: reconcile all that are at variance; deliver all 
that are in ſlavery or captivity ; defend all that are in 
danger: grant a relief to all in their reſpective neceſ- 
ſities : give a happy paſſage to all that are in their 
agony. Grant thy bleſſing to all our friends and be- 
neſactors, and to all thoſe for whom we are parti- 
cularly bound to pray; and have mercy on all our 
enemies. Give. eternal reſt to all the faithful de- 


parted; and bring us all to Ts life, through 
7 Chriſt ay on. Amen. 
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ä 0 ie fone Bunge, 1 gaining the ** of the j 
Jubilee, the Pſalm L. Miſerere, may alſo be re- 
cited in a penibentia! Spirit, together with the 

. Ferfecles, and Reſponſes, uſed in the office of the 
Church, on Faſi Days or other penitential times : 

and the whole may te concluded with the _ AF 


Yfualy aid at the end-of the Liia g. 
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a Plalm L. ..Miſerere, G : 

AVE mercy on me, O God, according t 60 thy b 

gr cat mercy. ( 
And according; to the multitade of thy tender 
mercies blot out my iniquity. ; 

Waſh me yet more from "= iniquity; ; and | 
cleanſe me from my hn: 
Becauſe I know my iniquity and my fn 18 
always before nie. 8 
To thee only have 1: Gd and have N 
evil before thee 3 that thou mayeſt be jultified in 
* words, and overcome when thou art Judged. 

For behold J was conceived in iniquities ; ; and E 
in fins hath my mother conceived me. ; 

For behold thou haſt loved truth; the uncertain 
alen things of bers wildom thou haſt made 
maniteſt to me. 

Thou ſhalt ſprinkle me with 1 —5 1 ſhall 
be eleanſed ; thou ſhalt waſh me, and L {hall be 
made ter than ſnowW- | 

- Fo my hearing thou ſhalt give joy and glad- 
neſt; ; and the bones that are humbled ſhall rejoiee. 
Turn away thy face from my ſins, and blot out 

al my iniquities. 

Create a clean heart in me. O Cad; and re- 
new a right ſpirit within my bowels. 

Caſt not me away from thy face; and take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me. 
© Reftore unto me the joy of thy alten; and 
eonfirm me with a perfect ſpirit. 
I ſhall teach thy ways to the unjuſt; and the 
wicked ſhall be converted to thee. | 
Deliver me from blood, O God, the God of 

my 1alvation 3. and my tongue {hall extol thy 
Juſtice, © - 

Thou, 0 Toad. wilt. open my lips; and my 
mouth ſhall declarg * pridle.” . $6 A EE 
. Becauſe 
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AJceauſe if thou wouldſt have had frankie, verily 
I hath given ir, with burnt offerings thou wilt not de 
delighted; 

A fſacrifire to Gad is a troubled fpirie ; a con- 
wite and humble heart, Oo God, thou wilt nov 
deſpiſe. 


Deal favourabl o in thy g od n l 
Sion, that the 82 of Jeruſalem _y be buile 


up. | 
Then ſhalt thou accept the ſacrifice of juſtios, obla- 
tions, and whole burnt. "offerings ; ; then thall they lay 
* thy altar. 


Glory be tu the Father, and to the Son, and W 
the Holy Ghoſt. 


5 As is was in the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall 
5 be, world without end. Amen. 


Read not O Lord, our offences. nor thoſe 


| E our parents ; neither wn thou revenge on our 


1.5 RD have merey on us. Chriſt have mer 


on us, Lord have mercy on us. Ou 
1 7. And lead us not into temptation. 
R. Bur deliver from evil. P. I faid, O Lord 


have mercy on me. N. Heal my ſoul, for I have 


finned againſt thee, /. Turn ta us, O Lord, O 
how long wilr ton be angry? R. And be thou 
_ cntweared in favour of thy ſervants. V, Let thy 

| mercy be upon us, O Lord. R. As we have 
Put our truſt in thee. . F. Let thy prieſis be cloath« _ 

ed with juſtice, R. And let thy holy ones re- 


| Joice. V. Lord ſave the king. R. And hear us 
n the day that we ſhall call upon thee. . 


fave thy people, O Lord, and bleſs thy inheri- 


tence. R. And rule them and exalt them for ever 
more. . Remember thy congregation, R. * 
> + 1 4 2 | s t 1 
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| thou liaſt poſſeſſed from the beginning. . Let 
peace be in, thy ſtrength. R. And plenty in 
thy towers. . Lew pray for the taithful depar- 
ted. R. Eternal reſt give to them, O Lord, avi 
let perpetual light ſhine. upon them. V. Let them 
reli in peace. R. Amen. V. For our abſent 
brethren. R. O my God, ſave thy ſervants, 
who put their truſt in thee. . For the afflicted | 
and captives. R. Deliver them, O God of Ifracl 
from all their tribulations J. Send them help, 
O Lord, from thy ſanctuary. R. And from Sion 
protect chem. VJ. O Lord God of hoſts, convert 
us to thee. R. And ſhew us thy face, and we 
ſhall be ſaved. J. Riſe up, O Chriſt, and help 
vs. R. And geliver us for thy name's fake. 


1 4 0 Lord hear my r. R. Aud jet. _ cry. 
me to Mes. 
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Let us prey. 5 
of G6 OD, whoſe property. is * to * 


mercy and to ſpare, receive our petition, that 

we and all” thy ; ſervants who are bound by the 
_ chein of fins; may by the compaſſion of thy ad- 

neſs mercifully be abſolved. 5 ES 
Hear, we beſecch thee, 0 Lord, che prayers of 
the ſuppliant, and pardon; the fins of them that, 


| confelſs-to thee; that in thy bounty thou mayeſt ? 


both give us pardon and peace. 
Out of thy clemency, O Lord, ſhew thy un- 
| ſpeakable mercy. to us; that; ſo thou mayeſt both 
acquit us of our fins, aud deliver us from the pu- | 
as we deſerve for them. 
O God who by ſin art offended and by penance. 
pacified, mercifully regard the prayers of thy peo- 
mle making ſupplication to thee, and turn away the 
icourges of thy anger which we deſerve for our fins 


* « CY 1 

0 Aliighty md etcrrah God, haye mercy on thy 
ſervant" V. our chief bilbop, and direct him ac 
cording to thy clemency, into the way of everlaſk. 
ing falvation ; that by thy grace he may deſire thoſe 
things that are agreeable to thee, and perform them 
with all his ſtrength. 
We beſeech thee O Almighty God. that by 
Servant N. our King, who by thy Mercy has 
received the government of this realm, may alſo 

receive the increaſe of all virtues ; with which being 
_ adorned he may both avoid the monſters of vices, 
and being made pleaſing in thy ſight may come at 
length to thee who art the Way, the Truth and 
che 8 

O God, from whom are all holy .. right 
counſels, and juſt ' works, give to thy fervants that 
peace which the world cannot give; that. our 
hearts being diſpoſed tay keep thy commandments, 
and the fear of enemies being removed, the times 
by the protection may be peaceable 
Inflame, O Lord our reins and heart a 3 
fre of thy Holy Spirit, that we may ſerve thee 
with a chaſte body, and pleaſe thee with a clean 
heart, 

O God, the Center O07 N eder of all the 
faithful, give to the ſouls of thy ſervants departed 
the r ok all their ſins; that thro pious ſup- 
plications they may obtain che Pardon which they 
have always defired. 

Prevent we. beſeech we 0 Lord, our actions 
by thy holy inſpirations, and carry them on by thy 
gracious aſſiſtance; that every prayer and work of 
ours may begin ours. from Vs and by thee be 
happily ended. 7 | 


0 


4 Ae ad tel God, who haft dm 
ES Seer the living and the dead, and art merci- 
8 ed hom thou foreknawaſ ſhall be thine, 
8 good works ; we-humbly beſeech thee 
IE thac they, for whom we have determined to offer 
= "up our Prayers, whether this. pre ſent World ſtill 
lf 8 them in the fleſh, or the world to come hath 
Alxtady received them out of their bodies, may by 
dhe clemency of thy goodneſs, all thy ſaints inter- 
-  eeding for them, obtain pardon and full remiſ- 
tion of all cheir fins, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
„cy Son, who liveth and reigneth, one God, with 
E 5 fins and the Holy Gholl, world vwithant end, 


8 
ER 5 'O Lord hear my prayer. 


EX. And let my cry come unto thee. | 15 
1 5. May the almighty and moſt merciful Lord 
Wk Segen hear wn, R. Amen. = 

re. And may the ſouls of . ahov the 
mꝛeerey of God, reſt in peace. R. Amen. 
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